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A Heart for The American Legion 

Jeremy Ehart of Kansas, badly burned in a military 
training exercise, discovers the healing power of 
"being a part of something." 

ByJeffStoffer Photo by Clay Lomneth 


Sticker Shock 

VA, helicopter schools confront high Gl Bill- 
funded training costs. By Ken Olsen 

Remember the Rosies 

The working women of World War II did their part 
and more. By Audrey Hingley 



Sailors stationed aboard USS John C. 
Stennis salute as USS Halsey conducts a 
pass and review during the 75th 
anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor 

in Hawaii on Dec. 7. Photo by Lucas Carter 
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by 
The American Legion for its 2.2 million members. These wartime veterans, working through 14,000 community-level 
posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; adequate 
and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome 

development of our nation's youth. 





NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA 


WHEN TRAINING. 
EXPERIENCE AND 
A STEADY HAND 
REALLY COUNT. 
TURN TO A 
FELLOW VETERAN. 



As former Marines and sailors, we served 
together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my 
firm and I will fight for you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide for 
more than two decades. We've helped veterans 
understand their rights—and secured millions 
for their families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience and commitment of 
a shipmate who served with you. Contact 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 
no-obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 

Attorney at Law 


$30 Billion 

FROM U.S. COMPENSATION 
TRUST FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
VETERANS WHO QUALIFY 


Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 

TO DETERMINE YOUR ELIGIBILITY. 


C DADY 


75 Arlington Street, Suite 500 • Boston, MA 02116 • Web: www.coadylaw.com 


LAW FIRM 












What Adult 
Diaper Companies 
Don’t Want Men 
To Know... 


"Men s Liberty is terrific. I can keep 
doing what I want to do , without 
having to worry about running to the 
bathroom or changing my clothes. 

It is a Godsend. ” - John in Michigan 




MENS 

LIBERTY 


Trie Freedom to Live 


Millions of men spend 
thousands of dollars each 
year on diapers, which are 
not covered by Medicare. 
These men are paying 
as much as $300 out of 
pocket each month... Men’s 
Liberty is covered by 
Medicare, most state 
Medicaids, VA/Tricare and 
most private insurance plans. 


Ask if you qualify to 
receive Men’s Liberty. We 
handle all claims and billing 
to Medicare and your 
Insurance provider. 


U 


Health risks and high 
out-of-pocket costs ... 
men are unaware of 
Liberty’s healthier 
alternative! ** 


The Diaper Dilemma 

Urinary incontinence affects more 
than 4 million men in the United 
States of all ages. Diapers trap 
moisture, causing UTIs, discomfort 
and injury rates up to 38%. 

Men’s Liberty Alternative 

There has not been a confirmed 
UTI or serious skin injury caused 
by Men’s Liberty, after more than 
3.5 million sold. This is a non- 
invasive, external product that 
allows men to improve their 
lifestyle at work and quality of 
time with family. 

CALL TODAY AND RECEIVE 
A FREE WEEK'S SUPPLY 
WITH YOUR ORDER! 

1-800-814-3259 

PROMO CODE: 
AML0217 

Hablamos Espanol 


MEN'S 

LIBERTY 



www.GetMensLiberty.com 
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'Were You in Combat? 7 

I felt to my soul the article by 
Keith Nightingale (December). 
He hits the target (pardon the 
pun) about delayed stress 
decades later. Back when I was 
fighting for my just 
compensation for disability, 
being a Philly native I had to go 
to the Philadelphia VA hospital. 
As a hometown boy, I assumed 
I was in like Flynn. Not so. It 
took 43 years to get the 
compensation I deserved. One 
shrink asked me about delayed 
stress. When I told him that 
I checked the perimeter of my 
home before I went to bed, he 
went nuts and said I had to visit 
him twice a month at his 
private office. But I was working 
as a machinist; each trip would 
mean an entire day's loss of 
pay. I had to decline. 

Today, I am armed at all times 
with either a legal concealed 
carry permit firearm or a huge 
knife. Living on the gamelands 
of the Pocono Mountains, I stay 
ready. 

-Jim Breen, Blakeslee, Po. 



'ET VOICE 


I don’t know why, but this 
article got to me. Yes, I too was 
in combat - what I would call 
“combat lite,” as I was never 
shot at personally, just some 
fairly close mortar and artillery 
fire. My main thought on this 
and all the other horrible deaths 
and injuries of war is, why do 
we keep up these needless, 
senseless missions? I hold out 
only slight hope that our new 
president will steer our country 
toward real peace. 

- William J. Pearsall, Richmond, N.H. 

Keith Nightingale’s article hit 
the nail on the head. I am a 
Marine Corps Vietnam War 
combat veteran, and I have 
suffered from PTSD for 46 
years. My wounds are mental 
and physical. 


It has taken me many years to 
be able to live with PTSD. I am 
now able to live my life without 
too much trouble. My wife can 
tell you that I do sometimes fly 
off the handle; it comes on 
before you realize it, bam, and 
I am mad at the world. 

I live Vietnam every day. I see 
the action and even hear what 
is going on - flashbacks, just 
like watching a movie. 

I still hate cities; you can’t 
watch everyone. I usually sit 
where I can see all doors and 
windows, always on the guard. 

-Arnie Sundberg, Clatskanie, Ore. 

I read the article by Keith 
Nightingale; it sounds just like 
me. But I was never in combat. 

I was a corpsman with the 
Marines at a hospital just five 
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VET VOICE 


miles south of the DMZ. I have 
been dealing with PTSD for 
years; my injury is invisible. 

Recently VA proposed cutting 
my compensation by 40 percent 
because I don’t have combat 
nightmares. I have nightmares 
every week, but they are mostly 
somebody or something trying to 
kill me and are very vivid. I have 
been having them for 12 years; 
that’s when I first applied for 
compensation. 

- Clarence Day, Plainview, Minn. 

This article should be read by 
anyone related to a returning 
combat vet. Why do loud noises 
upset them so much? Why do 
they get nervous in crowded 
rooms? Why are they so 
hypervigilant? For loved ones 
who have asked themselves 
these questions, this article gives 
a vivid description of what the 
vet is really experiencing. 

As the wife of a Vietnam 
combat veteran, I thought that 
I understood, but I realize now 
that I didn’t have a clue. My 
thanks to the colonel, who has 
obviously been there. 

- Helen Potter-Taylor, Wheeling, W.Va. 

Chess and PTSD 

I was delighted by Laura 
Edwards’ article about chess 
(December). I agree that it gives 
the brain a workout. Also, if one 
can take the losses as well as the 
wins, it is great recreation and a 
character-builder. 

For anyone interested in 
learning the game from scratch, 

I recommend the Boy Scouts of 
America Merit Badge booklet 
“Chess.” 

- Frank Barrett, Beaver Falls, N.Y. 


'Home At Last 7 

I read with interest Ken Olsen’s 
article about the return of the 
remains of John England from 
the USS Oklahoma (December). 
Another set of remains identified 
was those of Father Aloysius 
Schmitt. They were returned to 
his alma mater, Loras College in 
Dubuque, Iowa, and interred 
with full military honors. 

Schmitt was remarkable in 
that after the ship capsized he 
helped a number of crewmen 
escape through a porthole until 
it was too late to save himself. 

He was the first U.S. chaplain to 
perish in World War II. 

- Donald Kahle, Dubuque, Iowa 

burned Into Your Memory 7 

Great article by Robert Randall 
Ryder (December). I wasn’t old 
enough to be at Pearl Harbor 
when the war started, but I was 
there when it ended. My ship, 
USS Haven , was anchored there 
on V-J Day. The celebration was 
tremendous, but we almost 
immediately departed for 
Nagasaki. We were the first U.S. 
ship ever to tie up in Nagasaki 
Harbor, to bring back the first 
boatload of American POWs. 

I served two and a half years 
aboard Haven , which also spent 
the summer of 1946 at the Bikini 
atom bomb tests. 

- Roy R. Sal ton, Loudon, Penn. 

My dad served on USS 
Missouri in World War II, and 
was on it when the Japanese 
signed the peace treaty. He 
turned 90 in November and is 
doing well. I was stationed on 
Ford Island while in the Navy. 

- Barry Bolmer, Lebanon, Mo. 


Impeach the IRS commissioner 

Rep. Steny Hoyer’s opposition 
to the impeachment of the IRS 
commissioner (Big Issues, 
December) smacks of the same 
obfuscation and cover-up 
throughout the congressional 
hearings into the matter. 

John Koskinen is not under 
threat of impeachment for being 
in charge during the alleged 
misconduct; he is under threat of 
impeachment for covering up 
during the hearings. Moreover, 
no one has been punished. Lois 
Lerner did not resign, but retired 
with full benefits and full 
retirement pay. 

This IRS scandal is the biggest 
threat to our way of life that has 
occurred in my lifetime. Richard 
Nixon tried to use the IRS as a 
political hammer, but the 
appointed head refused to 
cooperate. He resigned under the 
threat of impeachment for his 
attempt to cover up his political 
dirty tricks and for lying to the 
American people. The difference 
here is that a few Republicans 
were determined to get to the 
truth even though it might hurt 
their party. Such cannot be said 
of Democrats in Congress today. 

The problem is not that 
Republicans are wasting time 
and money. It’s that Democrats 
are determined to continue 
covering up the abuse of power 
of the Obama administration. 

- Robert Hawkins, Greenville, S.C. 

Simplify the IRS system and 
eliminate the entire tax-exempt 
category. Treat everybody alike, 
and most of the problems will be 
solved automatically. 

- Kenneth Lee, Raytown, Mo. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 

The American Legion Magazine , P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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LAST CALL FOR WINTER 2017 

TO HONOR YOUR SERVICE TO COUNTRY 


FROM THE MAKER OF 
NASA'S MA-1 JACKET 
FOR KENNEDY SPACE 
CENTER GIFT SHOP 


UNITED STATES MILITARY 


AVAILABLE WITH 
CONCEAL CARRY 
TWIN HOLSTER 
FEATURE! 


HA-1 “BllAVO” JACKET 

PERSONALIZED WITH YOUR SERVICE BRANCH PATCH - PLUS OPTIONAL VIETNAM VETERAN PATCH 





TO ORDER CALI TOIL FREE: 1-000-255-3040 
OR VISIT OS ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM 


feofruAs! ORDER TODAY & 
RECEIVE A FREE PROUD TO 
BE A VETERAN ZIPPER PULL! 


Add an American Flag patch 
to the left shoulder 
for just $20! 


OUR U S. MILITARY MA-1 BRAVO JACKET is created by the 
company selected to make the NASA MA-1 for its Kennedy Space Center 
gift shop. It's personalized to honor your service to Country and reflect 
today's active lifestyles: 

• TAILORED TO MEET NASA SPECS, in wind & water-resistant 
"gun metal black" polyester - comfort rated at temperatures 
between 25-40 degrees Fahrenheit for three season wear. 

• Quality features include "fell stitching" for superior fit, 
knit collar, cuffs and waistband, official NASA orange 
lining, heavy duty front zipper with storm flap, 
multiple snap closure pockets - plus utility pocket 
on sleeve. 


• EXCLUSIVE CONCEAL CARRY OPTION - two inner 
pockets to secure valuables, which are fitted with 
holster straps for those licensed to carry a firearm. 


• Available in sizes Small through 3XL. 

• Thank You Introductory price starting at just $99 - 

SAVE OVER $40! (See order form for details and available options) 

FREE PATCH HONORS YOUR SERVICE 


• Your Service Branch patch affixed FREE on 

• VIETNAM VETERANS - You may add a 

War Veteran patch to the right sleeve 
of your jacket for just $20 extra. 

(Other patches available - call for details.) 

YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO WEAR THIS SPECIAL JACKET! 


IF YOU WEAR THIS SIZE: 34-36 38-40 42-44 46-48 50-52 

S ORDER THIS SIZE: S MLXL 2XLt 


ADD CONCEAL CARRY TWIN HOLSTER 
FEATURE FOR JUST $30 EXTRA. 


_ 


OR, MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ YES. I wish to order my MA-1 “Bravo” Jacket customized as follows: CREDIT CARD: □ Visa □ MasterCard DAMEX □ Discover 

Please include my FREE Proud To Be A Veteran Zipper Pull! 

SIZE : (See chart above) DS D M D LG DXL DXXL f 03XL f Exp. Dal 


SELECT FREE PATCH : □Army DNavy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps* □ Coast Guard 


MA-1 “BRAVO” JACKET WITH FREE SERVICE BRANCH PATCH :. $ 99.00 

□ Conceal Carry Feature (Add $30). $_ 

□ Vietnam Veteran Patch on right sleeve (Add $20). $_ 

□ American Flag Patch on left shoulder (Add $20). $_ 

□ tsizes XXL to 3XL (Add $20). $_ 

Plus Shipping & Handling. $ 19.95 

TOTAL DUE:. $ 

I PREFER TO PAY AS FOLLOWS: 


□ Enclosed is my check payable to Veterans Commemoratives for the Total Due 

□ Charge my credit card for the Total Due 

□ Charge my credit card in two equal interest-free monthly payments 


Card Security Code (CSC):_Signature:_ 

SHIPPING ADDRESS: (We CANNOT ship to P.0. Boxes) Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip_ 

Phone #(_)_ 

Email_ 

(In case we have a question about your order) 

By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army for use of its trademarks provide support to the Army Trademark 
Licensing Program, and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare, and Recreation programs. 

* United States Marine Corps patch provided by Sgt. Grit Marine Specialties. 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


Help us account for our missing 


Sgt. 1st Class Alan L. Boyer, a Green Beret from Missoula, Mont., was 
last seen climbing a ladder to a hovering helicopter as his team was 
extracted under enemy fire in Laos on March 28, 1968. The ladder broke, 
and Boyer’s fate was a mystery for 48 years. In 2016, his remains were 
identified by scientists at the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 
(DPAA) after they were turned over by a U.S. citizen who received them 
from Lao nationals. Boyer now rests in Arlington National Cemetery. 

According to DPAA, more than 82,600 Americans are still listed as 
missing from World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf 
War and other conflicts. Many are simply not recoverable, but The 
American Legion is adamant that families deserve the fullest possible 
accounting of their loved ones. “There are 1,261 reasons why we are 
here,” Marine Corps Maj. Chad Bonecutter told me when I visited Hanoi 
in November. He was referring to MIAs believed to be in Vietnam. Their 
recovery and identification is a priority for the DPAA detachment there. 

I have received similar reassurances that American MIAs from the 
Korean War also remain a top priority. The South Korean Ministry of 
National Defense Agency for KIA Recovery and Identification (MAKRI) 
works hand in hand with DPAA to find and identify U.S. remains. 

Unfortunately, their neighbors to the north have been anything but 
cooperative. “Because of the political situation, we cannot access the 
demilitarized zone or North Korea,” Lt. Col. Choi Hi Chun of MAKRI 
told us in Seoul. “We estimate there are about 40,000 South Korean and 
5,000 U.S. soldiers missing in North Korea. We are doing our best in 
gathering testimony of veterans and preparing for the political situation 
to get better so we can start recovery as soon as we are given access.” 

Massive explosions, faulty data and remains lost at sea are realities of 
war. Thus, we cannot expect recovery of all missing servicemembers. 

For example, naval tradition permits fallen sailors to remain with their 
ship. “I assure you, we will not dive on USS Arizona” Brig. Gen. Mark 
Spindler said at DPAA headquarters in Hawaii. “The U.S. Navy considers 
them entombed in the most sacred place they could be.” 

Nevertheless, as time passes and wartime memories fade, it is crucial 
that veterans of all wars share with DPAA any intelligence they may 
have regarding the whereabouts of missing comrades. That includes 
information that could lead to recovery of enemy soldiers. Whether it’s a 
wartime diary entry or a solid firsthand account, such information can 
be extremely useful to investigators. Family members should also 
submit DNA to help make identification easier. Go to www.dpaa.mil to 
learn more about what you can do to help. 

Nearly half a century ago, my wartime service in Vietnam ended. 

I came home. Too many did not, and anguish continues for their 
families. The American Legion has numerous resolutions stressing the 
importance of a full accounting, and we encourage all official Legion 
meetings to include an empty chair ceremony. We will never waver in 
our resolve for a full accounting of all who went to war, no matter 
where, and disappeared. The families of our brothers and sisters deserve 
nothing less. 




National Commander 
Charles E. Schmidt 


MEMORANDA 

WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 

Hundreds of Legion Family 
members will visit Capitol Hill as 
part of the 57th Washington 
Conference. Events (times and 
dates subject to change) include: 

Employment & Empowerment 
Summit, Washington Hilton, 

9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Feb. 23 and 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Feb. 24 

Hiring Our Heroes Career Fair, 

Washington Hilton, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Feb. 24 

SAL Memorial Wreath-Laying, 

Arlington National Cemetery/ 
Korean War Memorial/Pentagon 
9/11 Memorial, 9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
Feb. 26 

"Know Before You Go" 
legislative briefing and 
Commander's Call, Washington 
Hilton, 8 a.m. Feb. 28 (the latter 
streamed live at www.legion.org) 

Small Business Workshop, 

Washington Hilton, 8 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Feb. 28 and March 1 

Homeless Roundtable, 

Washington Hilton, 8 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. March 1 

National Commander's 
Testimony, Capitol Hill, March 1 

@ www.legion.org/ 
washingtonconference 
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Now accepting 

Tricare 


We re ready to serve you 


‘Wa&jxeestdL 

at the corner of happy & healthy* 


©2016 Walgreen Co. All rights reserved. | 354904-954 
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KEVIN BOYD 


"(We want) 
veterans to 
understand that 
we're open, 
we're here for 
them; and if 
they need 
somewhere to 
come, this is 
almost like a 
safe house." 


Kevin Boyd believes an American Legion 
post's success depends on building a strong 
relationship with local government. His work as 
commander of Post 38 in Fort Myers, Fla., is a 
testament to that belief. 

"If you don't get involved with your city and 
the different municipalities, you don't know 
what's available to you," he says. "Right now 
we're looking at a revitalization grant where the 
city will match what you have in your account 
to help revitalize your building. (Three years 
ago) we were able to put on the first Veterans 
Day parade (in Fort Myers) in 43 years. There 
was a lot accomplished by being a part of 
downtown and being in the community and 
getting involved." 

Boyd, Post 38's commander for eight years, 
has also served three years as president of the 
Fort Myers River District Alliance, which 
promotes the continued development of the 
historic Fort Myers River District as a hub of 
economic, social and cultural activity. After 
Boyd established the John Ebling Veteran Art 
Gallery inside Post 38 in 2015, it became a stop 
on Fort Myers' monthly Art Walk. 

Boyd also assisted the post in teaming up 
with the Department of Veterans Affairs, the 
Red Cross and other local agencies to provide 
furniture and other housing assistance for 
55 homeless veterans in 100 days. Much of the 
post's achievements have been possible 
because of its strong relationships with other 
civic groups and local government entities. 

"If you need someone to talk to or find 
what's out there available for you, we may not 
have the answer, but we'll point you in the right 
direction to let you know where to go to get 
assistance," Boyd says. 


Photo by Clay Lomneth 


BRANCH OF SERVICE Navy (1976-1979), 
Navy Reserve (1979-2005) 

Yeoman (administration) 
Petty officer second class 

AMERICAN LEGION POST Post 38, Fort 
Myers, Fla. 

YEARS IN THE LEGION 11 


LEGION ACTIVITIES 

■ Post commander (2009-2016) 

■ Post finance officer (2009) 


Watch an interview 
with Kevin Boyd 
online: 


© www.legion.org/ 
magazine 


See an archive of past 
interviews 
© www.legion.org/ 
iamlegion 
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Nutrisystem* 

k * MEN 


LOSE ]5 LBS 

& 7 IK l/^LJC C OVERALL IN YOUR 
f Il't^rlEO FIRST MONTH* 

® LOSE WEIGHT FAST! 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEED^ 


LISTEN UP GUYS! -Lose weight, 
get healthy and have more energy! 

• EASY TO FOLLOW PLAN • EASY TO PREPARE 

• SAFE, EFFECTIVE WEIGHT LOSS. 

NO FADS, NO GIMMICKS 




EAT FREE FOR 

3 WEEKS!* 


I 1.877.281.BODY (2639) t 


nutrisystem.com/all 17 


• W 


* Results vary based on starting weight and program adherence. Inches lost from hips, waist, chest, thighs and 
arms in first month. 

fFree bars and shakes with any 4-week plan, first order only. Free, shipping Continental U-S only. Free 
week of n on-frozen food on new 4-week auto-delivery orders, first three consecutive shipments only. With 
free weeks you enjoy flex meals, pot included .. With auh>deFivery you receive a discount off the regular one- 
lime, rate and are automatically charged and shipped your Nutrisystem plan once every 4 weeks unless you 
You can cancel auto-delivery at any time by calling 1-877-33043446. Other restrictions apply Call or 
see website for details. The Nutrisystem Uniquely Yours plan is available to Continental U.5. residents only 
and cannot be shipped to PO Boxes, APQ Boxes or military addresses. Cannot he combined with any prior or 
current discount or offer. Limit one offer per customer. 

If you're not satisfied with your first order, callT-SOQ-727-0046 within Ihe first 14 days and send the remaining 
food back for a full refund, less shipping. Good on new 4-week plans, first order only. Limit one per customer. 
2017 Nutrisystem, Inc. All rights resawed. 

~ ^ firtfsl 


On Nutrisystem you add in fresh grocery items. 


PLUS! GET 35% OFF* 

'off regular one-time rale witli new 4-week auto delivery order 






BIG ISSUES 


Mandate for a new direction 



SUPPORT 

Rep. Lou Barletta, R-Pa. 

■ Barletta is a member of the House 
Homeland Security Committee. 



OPPOSE 

Rep. Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz. 

■ Gallego is a member of the House 
Armed Services Committee. 


In the months leading up to the November 
election, whenever I was asked about polls showing 
Donald Trump trailing Hillary Clinton, I said I was 
sensing something happening in my home state of 
Pennsylvania that could not be measured by any 
public opinion survey. People 
were fed up with the status 
quo, with the direction the 
country was headed, and 
believed that Washington, 

D.C., had stopped listening to 
their concerns. There can 
now be no doubt that the 
people have spoken, and their 
message is that it is time for a real change in the 
way America does business. 

President Trump ran on some clear ideas and 
proposals that were extremely popular on Election 
Day. He promised to protect and grow U.S. jobs, 
strengthen our military, enhance national security, 
enforce immigration laws, and replace Obamacare 
with health care that works and is affordable. 

These ideas were complete departures from current 
policies and offered an entirely new direction for 
the country. 

In the end, Trump’s victories in 30 states gave 
him 306 Electoral College votes, securing a margin 
well above the 270 needed to win. The message of 
a change in course carried the election. 

It can be illuminating to look deeper into the 
election results to see exactly where those victories 
occurred. Trump carried the crucial swing states of 
Florida, North Carolina and Ohio, as well as 
Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, where 
Republicans had not prevailed since 1984. But 
perhaps most telling is the fact that he won about a 
third of the counties nationwide (209 of 676) that 
voted for Barack Obama twice. This is an obvious 
indicator that our nation’s citizens are ready for a 
new path. 


On Election Day, Donald Trump claimed a clear 
majority of the votes in the Electoral College and 
was to be sworn in as our next commander in 
chief in January. However, there’s an enormous 
difference between winning an election and 

gaining a mandate from the 
American people. 

With an approval rating of 
just 42 percent, Trump is the 
least popular incoming 
president in modern U.S. 
history. And all told, more 
than 53 percent of the 
American people cast their 
ballots for other candidates. Hillary Clinton’s 
margin in the popular vote now exceeds 
2.7 million and continues to climb. In fact, with 
the single exception of President Obama, she 
received more votes than any other presidential 
contender in our history. 

Similarly, despite their minority status on 
Capitol Hill, Democratic Senate candidates also 
collectively earned millions more votes than their 
Republican opponents. Simply put, the GOP can’t 
claim a popular mandate when the party’s leaders 
are manifestly unpopular. 

Not only did Trump and his Republican allies 
receive less than half the votes cast Nov. 8, but 
their policies are opposed by a majority of the 
American people. According to the nonpartisan 
Pew Research Center, Americans favor granting 
legal status to undocumented immigrants over 
mass deportations, oppose Republican plans to 
privatize Medicare, and recognize that barring 
Muslims from entry to the United States would be 
inconsistent with our heritage and values. 

Trump won according to the rules enshrined in 
our Constitution. But the election results also 
demonstrated that the American people don’t 
support his divisive vision for our country. 


THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

Supporters of President Donald Trump 
say his election victory was a clear 
mandate for new policies and a new 
direction for the country. Critics point out 
that he lost the national popular vote 
by more than 2.7 million. 


CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 Sellin 


Walk-In Tub 


A Safe Step Walk-In Tub will offer independence to those seeking a safe and easy way to bathe 
right in the convenience and comfort of their own home. Constructed and built right here in America 
for safety and durability from the ground up, and with more standard features than any other tub. 

✓ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to target sore muscles and joints 

✓ New! MicroSoothe® Air Therapy System - which oxygenates, softens and exfoliates skin while 
offering life-changing therapeutic benefits 

y A NEW heated seat providing warmth from 
beginning to end 

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive ^A/A.I_K ll\l TU B C^O. 

lifetime warranty on the entire tub WWW.BuySdfeStep.com 

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price 

You’ll agree - there just isn’t a better walk-in tub on the market. 

So take your first step towards feeling great and stay in the home 
you love. Give us a call today! 


For your FREE information kit and DVD, 
and our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free 

1-800-850-8515 


CSLB 983603 


www.BuySafeStep.com 


SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR VETERANS! 

Call today and receive exclusive savings of 

$1500 OFF 

for a limited time only 

Call Toll-Free 1-800-850-8515 

















LIVING WELL 



A FITBIT for FOOD 


How science is digging deeper into tracking what we eat. by lance frazer 


Wearable fitness devices can tell us almost 
anything about our physical activity, but when it 
comes to what we eat, scientists admit they have 
more work to do. 

“Creating a device that measures caloric intake 
isn’t so easy,” says computer scientist Wenyao Xu, 
an assistant professor in the School of Engineering 
and Applied Sciences at the State University of 
New York at Buffalo. So he developed AutoDietary, 
a necklace-style wearable device that listens to the 
unique sounds foods make as we eat them. 

AutoDietary sends the sounds to a smartphone 
via Bluetooth, where researchers are developing a 
library of different food sounds. Xu says his group 
is also working on complementary monitoring 
devices that can analyze the composition and 
volume of the food, forming what he calls “a 
closed-loop solution for health monitoring.” 

Jillian Inouye, associate dean for research at the 
schools of Nursing and Allied Health Sciences at 
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV), is 
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part of another academic group working to develop 
the technology to capture a quick and accurate 
snapshot of what we’re eating. 

“There are a number of cellphone-based 
products that ask us to enter information on what 
we’re eating, and how much,” Inouye says. “But 
people often underestimate how much they’re 
eating, or forget, or sometimes it just seems like 
too much to bother with.” 

The UNLV system will include spectroscopic 
technology, which will help record whether the 
chicken you’re about to eat is baked, boiled or 
fried. A developing database will provide the 
user with additional information, such as the 
nutritional content of sauces or even different 
ethnic dishes. 

“Eventually this will be useful for specific health 
groups, like those at risk from high blood pressure 
or high cholesterol,” Inouye says. 

“Downstream from that, we see it as a general-use 
health aid.” 








PI 


v GuARANTEEflfAcCEPTANCE FOR AMERICAN LEGION MEMBERS AGES 45-85' 

s j * "> 




We take care of our own 
it’s the American Way! 


iWmh 

lw<fi 


$ 25 , 000.00 

in whole life insurance and enjoy... 


Get 
up to 


FREEDOM from worry - knowing 

your family has the protection they need to 
cover your final expenses or outstanding debt. 

FREEDOM from high rates - 

guaranteed to never increase! And benefits 
will never decrease. (See our affordable 
monthly premiums below.) 


FREEDOM to choose the amount 
of protection you want — $3,000.00, 
$5,000.00, $10,000.00 or $25,000.00.* 

FREEDOM from answering 

intrusive health questions or taking a 
medical exam — these are guaranteed 
issue policies for people 45-85*. 


Plus, your benefits double if death is due to an auto accident. 


There’s NO OBLIGATION so call today. 

1 - 800 - 867-2953 

or visit www.mutualdirect-legion.com 


© 

MuTuaL^OmaHa 


United of Omaha Life Insurance Company 
Companion Life Insurance Company 

Mutual of Omaha Affiliates 



*3,000.00 

*5,000.00 

*10,000.00 

*25,000.00 

Age 

Male Female 

Male Female 

Male Female 

Male Female 

45-49 

*10.75 $ 8.80 

*17.25 *14.00 

*33.50 *27.00 

*82.25 *66.00 

50-54 

*12.35 *10.15 

*19.92 *16.25 

*38.83 *31.50 

*95.58 *77.25 

55-59 

*15.28 *11.50 

$ 24.79 *18.50 

*48.58 *36.00 

*119.96 *88.50 

60-64 

*18.50 *13.75 

*30.17 *22.25 

*59.33 *43.50 

*146.83 *107.25 

65-69 

$ 22.08 *17.05 

*36.13 *27.75 

*71.25 *54.50 

*176.63 *134.75 

70-74 

$ 29.53 *22.30 

*48.54 *36.50 

*96.08 *72.00 

*238.71 *178.50 

75-79 

$ 38.65 $ 30.70 

*63.75 *50.50 

*126.50 *100.00 

*314.75 *248.50 

80-85 

*51.55 $ 43.45 

*85.25 *71.75 

*169.50 *142.50 

*422.25 *354.75 


This is a solicitation of individual insurance. A licensed insurance 
agent/producer may contactyou by telephone. These policies 
contain benefits, reductions, limitations, and 
exclusions to include a reduction in death benefits 
during the first two years of policy ownership. Whole 
life insurance is underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance 
Company, 3300 Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE 68175 which 
is licensed nationwide except NY. Life insurance policies issued in NY 
are underwritten by Companion Life Insurance Company, Hauppauge, 
NY 11788. Each underwriting company is responsible for its own 
financial and contractual obligations; and shares a financial interest 
with the American Legion, in this program. Policy Form ICC11L059P 
or state equivalent (7780L-0505 in FL, 828Y-0505 in NY) 

*Age eligibility and benefit amounts may vary by state. 


187531 












LIVING WELL 



1.13 billion 

People worldwide with high blood 
pressure in 2015. According to a study 
published in The Lancet , that is almost 
double the number of people with the 
condition 40 years ago. 


Edward Sazonov, associate professor 
of electrical and computer engineering 
at the University of Alabama, is working 
on a new way to track and measure the 
calories we consume. Worn around the 
ear, the Automatic Ingestion Monitor 
(AIM) can detect when the wearer is 
eating; a camera in the device snaps a 
photo of what a person is eating or 
drinking, allowing a computerized 
system to estimate energy intake. 

“But even an image like this will not 
provide a complete nutritional profile,” 
Sazonov says, noting that many dishes 
are quite complex. Future developments 
may include a spectral analysis of 
whatever is being eaten. 

Lance Frazer is a California-based 
freelance writer specializing in health 
and medicine , science , nature and the 
environment 


[ Media Bakery 


SNORING 

solutions 



Media Bakery 


Living Well is designed to provide 
general information. It is not intended 
to be, nor is it, medical advice. Readers 
should consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 


If you snore, don't laugh it off. Snoring at night can make you excessively 
sleepy during the day, and when you're overtired it's hard to concentrate 
on work and driving. 

You snore when air can't move freely through your nose and throat. You 
hear it vibrating against the soft tissue in your head and neck. 

If your snoring is loud, bothersome or excessive, see your doctor to rule 
out obstructive sleep apnea, a potentially serious disorder where your 
breathing stops and starts. Untreated, it can increase your risk of high 
blood pressure, heart attack, stroke, obesity and diabetes, as well as heart 
failure, according to the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute. 

If your snoring has no serious underlying cause, some simple behavior 
changes may help you douse the din: 

■ Don't drink alcohol at night. Alcohol can relax your throat muscles, 
which can interfere with breathing when you sleep. 

■ Change your sleep position. When you sleep flat on your back, it can 
cause the flesh of your throat to relax and block your airway. 

■ Avoid medications such as tranquilizers that cause your muscles to 
relax and you to snore. However, talk to your doctor before stopping any 
of your medications. 

■ Lose weight. Sometimes all it takes is a little more exercise and fewer 
pounds. 

Regular bedtime routines and throat exercises also help. 

- Beth Orenstein 
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quality tested 


Opens at the Touch 
of a Button! 


r good i 

HOUSEKEEPING 


Motorized & Manua 


Awnings Available! 


Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter Retractable Awning! 


Open fnr fun? IWlAl 


Name_ 

Address. 


FREE Info Kit & DVD 
Call Toll-Free: 1-800-876-8060 ™ 

0fYes! Please send your FREE Info Kit & DVD...including 
a $200 Savings Certificate...TODAY! 


If you’re tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on...baked out...or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather... 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio, while saving on energy bills! It’s the incredible SunSetter 
Retractable Awning! A simple...easy-to-use...& affordable way to outsmart the 
weather and start enjoying your deck or patio mor e...rain or shine! 

The SunSetter is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun...or light showers! Plus it’s 
incredibly easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 60 seconds! 

So, stop struggling with the weather... 

& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 


For a FREE Info Kit & DVD email your 
name & address to freedvd@sunsetter.com 


Protects you from 99% of IN rays 


You choose full sun or total 

protection in just seconds! 

— 


Create Your Own Outdoor 
Room...In Just Seconds! 


City_ 

Email 


_ State_ 


$200 Savings Certificate Included! 


$tm$etten 

RETRACTABLE AWNINGS 


(Important: Be sure to give us your email address to receive our best deals!) 

184 Charles Street, Dept. 32784, Malden, MA 02148 


Visit us today at www.sunsetter.com 


©2017 SunSetter® Products 




















































































Scottsdale, Ariz. Photo courtesy The Scott Resort & Spa Vail, Colo. Photo courtesy Vail Resorts/Jack Affleck 


Fun in sun or snow 


Ready for spring break? Here are five great U.S. destinations. 


BY LYN METTLER 


ith many of us still facing the long stretch 
of winter, dreams of bright, sunny skies 
and warm temperatures are on our minds. 
Whether you plan to hit a classic spring break locale 
or are looking for something closer to home, there 
are plenty of affordable options around the country 
that welcome military and veterans’ families with 
special savings and discounts. Here are a few ideas: 

OUTER BANKS, N.C. The beautiful Outer Banks 
offer plentiful beaches for spring break getaways. Not 
only can you see wild horses running along the 
beach, get your fill of lighthouses, and collect shells 
and sea glass, but the area offers much for history 
buffs as well. Stand where the Wright Brothers made 
their first successful flights, visit the first English 
colony at Fort Raleigh and scuba dive among historic 
shipwrecks, including some military vessels. 


The newly renovated Sanderling Resort in Duck, 
N.C., offers 20 percent discounts on accommodation 
rates, food, spa and retail purchases through March 
for active and retired military alike. Visitors will find 
a friendly southern resort set along the Atlantic with 
restaurants serving coastal cuisine, three pools (one 
indoors), and kayak, bike and paddleboard rentals. 

SCOTTSDALE, ARIZ. Averaging a perfect high of 
77 degrees February through April, Scottsdale is an 
outstanding location for outdoor activities like hiking 
Camelback Mountain, kayaking, biking some of the 
more than 300 miles of paths and perhaps even 
spotting a javelina. For more relaxing options, 
sample wine at one of four downtown wine tasting 
rooms, enjoy the architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright 
and wander through Scottsdale’s arts district, home 
to Robert Indiana’s iconic LOVE sculpture. 




Dreading how long you might 
have to wait in airport security 
lines before your next flight? 
Download the My TSA app 
to see current wait times, as 
well as flight delays, at U.S. 
airports. 


Colonial Williamsburg - which offers a variety of 
military-themed programs, such as an educational 
musket range and historic military encampment - offers 
a 10 percent military discount on all area hotel rooms 
based on availability, as well as other savings at local 
businesses. Go to www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/ 
military for a complete list. 
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Limited to the first 2100 
responders to this ad only! 


Advertisement 


“I’m a bit sad that my fiance and I didn’t know about 
Stauer before we got engaged. This ring is so much more 
clear and sparkly than my real diamond!” 

— P.T. from Baltimore, MD 


URGENT: Diamond Ring Recall 


Experts warn that millions of rings may be “romantically defective” when compared to 

the spectacular 4-Carat DiamondAura® Avalon 


S he loves natural diamonds. She loves you even more. But when 
even the skimpiest solitaires sell for as much as $ 1,200, its time to 
reconsider your relationship...with diamonds. Have you recently over¬ 
paid only to be underwhelmed? Send it back. You can do bolder. You 
can do brighter. You can own the Stauer 4-carat DiamondAz/ra® 
Avalon Ring for under $80. 

When “cute” is a four-letter word. If you want to make a romantic 
impression, go big. Cute doesn’t cut it. Your love deserves to be wowed. 
If you’re a billionaire with money to burn, turn the page. Everyone 
else? What you read next just might change your love life. There’s only 
one way to find out... 

We rewrote the rules of romance. Only 
Stauer’s exclusive lab-created DiamondAz/ra 
gives you the luxury look of large-carat 
diamonds for a fraction of the price. The 
ingenious DiamondAz/ra process involves 
the use of rare minerals heated to incredibly 
high temperatures of nearly 5000 °F. After 
cutting and polishing, scientists create a 
faultless marvel that’s optically brighter and 
clearer with even more color and fire than 
a “D” flawless diamond. 

Our exclusive DiamondAura jewelry 
features all of the classic specifications, 
including color, clarity, cut and carat 
weight and is hard enough to cut glass. 
You get the look of natural stones, without the outrageous cost. 


EXCLUSIVE 

FREE 

DiamondAwra ® 
Stud Earrings 

-a $99 value- 

with purchase of 
the Purity Ring 



Experience the luxury of money in the bank. We “built” our own 
mined diamond version of this ring online at a popular jewelry site 
and the grand total was $77,767! Today you can wear this 3 % carat 
lab-created DiamondAura solitaire, accented with 32 gleaming 
DiamondAura rounds in fine .925 sterling silver for only $79! 

That's good, but you deserve better. Order now and we ll include 
the matching 1-total carat DiamondAura Avalon Earrings... absolutely 
FREE. That’s right, 5 total carats of DiamondAura in sterling silver 
for under $80. Talk about money in the bank! 


Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If for any reason you don’t 
absolutely adore your Diamond Aura Avalon Ring, return it within 
60 days for a full refund of your item sale price. But we promise 
that once you get a look at the Avalon up close, you’ll see love in a 
whole new light. 

DiamondAura® Avalon Ring (4 ctw) £295! 

Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $ 216 ! 


You must use the offer code to get our special price. 

1-800-333-2045 


Offer Code: AVR403-06 

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 


Sauer 


14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. AVR403-06, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 



ACCREDHED 

BUSINESS 



f Special price only for customers using the 
offer code versus the price on Stauer.com 
without your offer code. 


3 % carat DiamondAura® center stone • 32 brilliant-cut accent DiamondAura® stones • .925 sterling silver setting • Whole ring sizes 5-10 

Stauer.. .Afford the Extraordinary 











TRAVEL 


Active-duty and retired military can score a discount of 10 percent off 
the best available rates at The Scott Resort & Spa year-round. This desert 
oasis in Old Town Scottsdale offers fine dining, two large outdoor pools 
- including one with sand for a beach feel - a full-service spa and gym. 

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. Myrtle Beach is one of the most affordable 
spring-break destinations around, with many oceanfront resort rates at 
or below $100 per night. Most area resorts offer plenty of activities for all 
ages, from onsite water parks and lazy rivers to arcades and bowling 
alleys. For additional discounts for military and veterans, consider the 
Captain’s Quarters, Caravelle or Crown Reef Beach resorts, all of which 
are oceanfront and offer a 5 percent discount, or the Grande Shores 
Ocean Resort, offering discounts starting at 25 percent off regular rates. 

There’s much to see and do along South Carolina’s Grand Strand, 
which has 60 miles of Atlantic Ocean beach and a milelong oceanfront 
boardwalk that cost nothing to enjoy, as well as shows and attractions 
such as the Carolina Opry, Legends in Concert, the 200-foot SkyWheel 
and Ripley’s Aquarium. Enjoy shopping at several outlet malls and the 
popular Broadway at the Beach, with carnival rides, restaurants and 
entertainment. Golfers can take a swing at nearly 100 area golf courses 
and a variety of themed mini-golf options. 

WISCONSIN DELLS, WIS. For Midwesterners who want to stay closer 
to home but still have some wet and wild fun, Wisconsin Dells is an 
ideal spring break retreat. The area is full of resorts with waterparks that 
have water slides, lazy rivers and a week’s worth of entertainment. 
Kalahari Resort Wisconsin Dells, an African-themed resort with the 
state’s largest indoor waterpark, offers active and retired military 
20 percent off its best available rates. Great Wolf Lodge, another popular 
resort chain known for its family-friendly indoor waterparks, lets you 
save up to 30 percent with a valid active or retired military ID. 

KEYSTONE, COLO. If you want more snow than sun on your spring 
break, consider the Rocky Mountains for skiing and snowboarding. 

Vail Resorts owns a number of area ski resorts, including Beaver Creek, 
Vail and Breckenridge; however, Keystone Resort, about two hours west 
of Denver, offers some of the best deals for military and veterans. It 
has discounts for single lift tickets and rental equipment, as well as 
unlimited passes. Retired military should purchase lift tickets at 
Colorado military bases or through Rocky Mountain Blue, an Air Force 
partnership with the resort. Veterans and active military also receive a 
10 percent or higher discount below the resort’s benchmark rate for 
condos and hotels booked through Keystone Resort. 

Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs at GotoTravelGal.com. 


Celebrate Black History 
Month by visiting new 
Smithsonian museum 

The Smithsonian's National 
Museum of African American 
History and Culture, which offers 
sweeping views of the National 
Mall, opened last fall and is the only 
museum in the United States to 
exclusively focus on preserving and 
documenting black history, life and 
culture. With nearly 37,000 artifacts 
in 14 interactive exhibits, the 
museum has something to interest 
everyone, from music and art to 
sports and history. 

Inside, visitors will see an 
airplane flown by the Tuskegee 
Airmen, Nat Turner's Bible, a silk 
lace and linen shawl given to 
Harriet Tubman by Queen Victoria, 
and shards of stained glass from 
the bombed 16th Street Baptist 
Church in Birmingham, Ala. The 
museum highlights lesser and 
well-known names in black history. 
Don't miss the Sweet Home Cafe, 
which offers foods from four 
regions, including the Creole Coast 
and Agricultural South. 

Open seven days a week, the 
museum requires a timed pass, 
which is available on site the day of 
your visit free of charge. 

Destination DC suggests visiting 
Tuesday through Thursday for 
fewer crowds, as the museum 
continues to see a high volume of 
visitors. 


Photo courtesy Washington.org 




According to the Cruise Lines 
International Association's 2016 
State of the Cruise Industry 
Outlook, nearly 24 million 
people were expected to have set 
sail in 2016, a huge increase from 
15 million just 10 years prior. 


Save money in major cities around the 
country by using multi-attraction 
passes like the Go City Card, CityPASS and 
the New York Pass. These save you money 
by purchasing multiple attractions at once, 
while also allowing you to skip long ticket 
lines with direct entry. 
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“My friends all hate their ^ 
cell phones... I love mine!” 

Here’s why. ^ 

Say good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones. Say hello to the ALL-NEW Jitterbug Flip. 



“Cell phones have gotten so small, 

I can barely dial mine.” Not the new 
Jitterbug® Flip. It features a larger keypad 
for easier dialing. It even has a larger 
display so you can actually see it. 

“I had to get my son to program it.” 

Your Jitterbug Flip set-up process is 
simple. We’ll even program it with your 
favorite numbers. 

“I tried my sister's cell phone... 

I couldn't hear it.” The Jitterbug Flip 
is designed with a powerful speaker and 
is hearing aid compatible. Plus, there’s an 
adjustable volume control. 


“I don't need stock quotes, Internet sites or 
games on my phone. I just want to talk with 
my family and friends.” Life is complicated 
enough... The Jitterbug Flip is simple. 

“What if I don't remember a number?” 

Friendly, helpful Operators are available 24 
hours a day and will even greet you by name 
when you call. 


“My cell phone company wants to lock me in 
a two-year contract!” Not with the Jitterbug Flip. 
There are no contracts to sign and no penalty if you 
discontinue your service. 



^ Monthly Plan 

$l4.99/mo 

$19.99/mo ^ 

Monthly Minutes 

200 

600 

Operator Assistance 

24/7 

24/7 

Long Distance Calls 

No add’l charge 

No add’l charge 

Voice Dial 

FREE 

FREE 

Nationwide Coverage 

YES 

YES 

Friendly Return Policy 1 

30 days 

30 days ^ 


Order now and receive a 
FREE Car Charger for your Jitterbug Flip - 
a $25 value. Call now! 


iitterbug JirstSTREET * 

I I L LV-. I Kj L4k, j for Boomers and Beyond* * 

flip — ° 


loU-sa*. 


More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

I'd like a cell phone to use in an emergency, but I don't 
want a high monthly bill.” The Jitterbug Flip has a plan to 
fit your needs... and your budget. 

Many phones have features that are rarely needed 
and hard to use!” The Jitterbug 
Flip contains easy-to-use features 
that are meaningful to you. A newly 
designed built-in camera makes it easy 
and fun for you to capture and share 
your favorite memories. And a new 
flashlight with a built-in magnifier helps 
you see in dimly lit areas, the Jitterbug 
Flip has all the features you need. 

Enough talk. Isn’t it time you 
found out more about the cell 
phone that’s changing all the rules? 
Call now, Jitterbug product experts 
are standing by. 

Available in 
Red and Graphite. 

NEW Jitterbug Flip Cell Phone 

Call toll-free to get your Jitterbug Flip. 

Please mention promotional code 105265 . 

I -888-841 -2831 

www.jitterbugdirect.com 

We proudly accept the following credit cards: 


_ 1998 Ruffin Mill Road 

Colonial Hcishts.VA 23334 


5 - 

'T. .A 
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IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall. Plans and Services require purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time setup fee 
of $35. Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are subject to change. Coverage is not available everywhere. 5Star or 9-1 -1 calls can only be made when cellular service 
is available. 'We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone and the activation fee (or setup fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly 
service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 minutes. You 
will be charged a $ 10 restocking fee. The shipping charges are not refundable. There are no additional fees to call GreatCall’s U.S.-based customer service. However, for calls to a GreatCall Operator in which 
a service is completed, you will be charged 99 cents per call, and minutes will be deducted from your monthly rate plan balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Operator. Jitterbug 
and GreatCall are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. ©2016 GreatCall, Inc. ©2016 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 



















VETERANS UPDATE 


A lifeline for cash-strapped vets 


BY TOM PHILPOTT 

VA expects to issue new regulations by summer 
to clarify eligibility for its pension program, which 
many wartime veterans or surviving spouses don’t 
know about but should. 

The pension exists to help veterans in financial 
distress who served at least one day of wartime 
service, at least 90 consecutive days on active duty, 
and have honorable or general discharges. Those 
eligible for the basic pension 
have modest income or none 
at all. They can get more 
financial help from VA if they 
can’t leave home unassisted, 
have unmet daily living 
needs, or face exorbitant 
medical, assisted care or 
nursing home costs. 

“It’s an absolute lifeline for 
veterans who have significant 
health problems,” says John 
Katz, The American Legion’s 
assistant director for pensions 
at the VA regional office in Philadelphia. “Many 
people who laid their lives on the line for their 
country are incapable today of taking care of 
themselves without housebound benefits and Aid 
and Attendance (A&A), in addition to the non¬ 
service-connected pension. For them, there’s no 
other way they’d survive.” 

What triggered this revision of pension rules for 
future claimants was a Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) report that turned a spotlight on 
financial and estate planners who profit from 
helping pension claimants with “excess assets 
qualify for pension benefits.” 

GAO found that more than 200 financial planning 
or law offices have been helping veterans and 
survivors hide or reallocate assets using annuities 
and trusts to gain VA pensions for which claimants 
otherwise wouldn’t qualify. 

“One thing that needs to be understood about our 
program is that it wasn’t established to help you 
maintain wealth,” says Kevin Friel, assistant 
director of the Veterans Benefits Administration’s 
pension fiduciary program. “It was established to 
help low-income veterans, or veterans who have an 
exorbitant amount of medical expenses.” 

As Friel explains, the pension is a needs-based 
benefit, and need is determined using thresholds set 
on annual income and assets or net worth. For 


example, a wartime vet with no dependents can 
qualify for all or a portion of the basic pension 
benefit if he or she has income, including Social 
Security, of less than $12,907 annually. If income is 
$10,000, the benefit would be the maximum annual 
pension rate of $12,907 minus $10,000, or in this 
case $2,907 annually or $242.25 a month. 

However, the VA pension is unique in that it 
allows veterans to use 
medical expenses to offset 
income calculations and raise 
the benefit. Higher amounts 
are payable if the veteran 
or surviving spouse is 
housebound, and even more 
- for A&A - if claimants need 
help with daily activities. 

The other threshold to 
determine eligibility is net 
worth. If assets other than the 
primary residence and vehicle 
exceed $80,000, VA can’t 
assume eligibility without a closer determination. 
Again, medical-related expenses can be critical. For 
example, if a veteran with assets totaling $100,000 
moves into an assisted living facility that costs 
$5,000 a month, a VA service officer could determine 
that the asset threshold will be quickly reached and 
can find the veteran eligible for pension. 

Katz advises veterans and survivors who believe 
they might qualify to contact the veterans service 
office for their county to fill out required forms. 

More information can be found online at benefits. 
va.gov/pension. Many details will likely change 
with new regulations. One provision in the draft 
would impose a three-year look-back provision on 
assets to bar new claimants from hiding wealth. 
Other changes would reset the asset ceiling to the 
higher and “brighter line” used by Medicaid, and 
would more clearly define what type of medical 
expenses should offset income calculations. 

About 303,000 wartime veterans and 220,000 
survivors now draw pension benefits. For others in 
need, the message is to apply. 

“Our purpose in life is to support veterans,” Friel 
says. “So we would be more than happy to support 
as many of them as we could.” 

Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel 
and veterans issues for nearly 40 years. 
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AMERICA REMEMBERS PRESENTS 


I wish to reserve _ of the “Tet 50 th Anniversary Tribute 

Pistol”, a working Colt .45 pistol, at the current issue price of $ 1,995. * 
My deposit of $195 per pistol is enclosed. I wish to pay the balance 
at the rate of $100 per month, no interest or carrying charges. 
Certificate of Authenticity included. Thirty day return privilege. 

*All orders are subject to acceptance and 

U Check enclosed for $_. credit verification prior to shipment. 

Shipping and handling will be added 

□ Charge pavment of $ to: t0 eachorder j Vir s im . a . res . ldents 

° ' J - please add sales tax. 

□ VISA □ MasterCard GAMEX □ Discover 

No._ Exp._ 

□ Display Case: I wish to reserve the optional, luxuriously lined, 
custom-made display case with locking glass lid. My payment 
of $149* is enclosed or add to credit card. 


Name_ 

Address_ 

City/State/Zip_ 

Daytime Telephone No. (_)_ 

America Remembers® 

10226 Timber Ridge Drive ★ Ashland, Virginia 23005 

www.americaremembers.com 
To place your reservation toll-free call 1-800-682-2291 


I t was January, 1968. Over Christmas, Bob Hope, Raquel Welch and 
other entertainers were in Vietnam performing for the Christmas 
holiday — and a group of lucky troops were able to see the show live. 
Back at home, Americans were able to see highlights of the shows on tele¬ 
vision in January, ever mindful of all those who were serving in Vietnam. 

With the start of the New Year, American troops were preparing for 
another year in Vietnam. Many longed to return home, and they counted 
down the days before their expected date to return home. The days were 
long and tedious and filled with uncertainty and danger. 

In this faraway country, a major Vietnamese holiday was also approaching: 
Tet, the Vietnamese New Year. The Tet holiday was the most celebrated 
time in Vietnam, and a time when the fighting in Vietnam usually ceased 
for a short period. Many South Vietnamese soldiers were granted leave and 
joined family and friends for this special celebration. 

Meanwhile, the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong had been planning for 
months a surprise attack on South Vietnam. The Communist forces would 
unleash a wave of attacks on South Vietnam while the South Vietnamese 
were celebrating their lunar New Year. With little warning, shortly after 
midnight, the sounds of combat exploded in Saigon and other locations. 

The assault had started. The Tet Offensive was well-organized and conducted 
countrywide, eventually including more than 100 towns and cities. The 
Tet Offensive was by far the largest military operation conducted up to 
that point in the war, and it proved to be a pivotal turning point in the war. 

HONORING ALL THOSE WHO SERVED 

The 50 th Anniversary of the Tet Offensive 

In honor of the upcoming 50 th anniversary of the Tet Offensive, and in 
salute to all who served during the Vietnam War, America Remembers 
proudly announces the Tet 50 th Anniversary Tribute Pistol. For this 
historic Tribute, we selected a working Colt® Government Model® pistol 
in caliber .45 ACP, a classic military firearm, and a trusted sidearm 
during the Vietnam War. Only 1,000 Tributes will be issued in this 
exclusive edition. The artwork on the Tribute features banners and artwork 
highlighting important battles and scenes from the Tet Offensive. Craftsmen 
commissioned specifically for this project by America Remembers 
decorate each pistol in sparkling 24-karat gold and gleaming nickel, with 
blackened patinaed highlights to accentuate the details of the artwork. 

On the slide, you’ll find six important battles of the Tet Offensive - Hue, 
Khe Sanh, Saigon, Da Nang, Quang Tri and Bien Hoa. Saigon was the 
capital of South Vietnam and the surprise attacks on Saigon during the first 
night included an attempt to overrun the US Embassy and to capture the 
National Radio Station. 

A Marine Corps Combat Base was located at Khe Sanh. The NVA had 
built up significant forces around Khe Sanh, far outnumbering Americans 
and South Vietnamese forces. During Tet, the NVA subjected the base 


The artwork on the Tribute features battles 
scenes from urban settings, like Saigon and 
Hue. You’ll also see an image of the flag 
raising over the Thuong Tu Gate at the 
Citadel in Hue. When Hue was overrun 
by the Communist forces, they quickly 
replaced the South Vietnamese flag which 
flew at the Citadel with a huge Viet Cong 
banner. This banner could be seen 
throughout the city and was a daily 
reminder of the overthrow and occupation 
of this treasured Vietnamese city by the 
Viet Cong and the NVA. This scene shows 
a South Vietnam banner once again flying 
over the citadel after the city was reclaimed 
on February 24,1968. 


The artwork on the right side includes an M48 tank. The M48 “Patton tanks ” helped provide cover and firepower in the urban setting, 
as our troops reclaimed the cities, street by street. Both sides of the slide also feature a banner that reads Tet Offensive January 1968, 
commemorating this pivotal period in the war. On both sides of the slide, you’ll find crisscrossed M16 and M14 weapons used during 
the Tet Offensive, with the date 1968 and Tet Offensive and Lest We Forget at the bottom. 


DISPLAY CASE AVAILABLE 

An optional custom-built, wooden display 
case is available for purchase. 


to day and night bombardment, and cut off the 
overland supply route to the base. The base would 
remain under siege for more than two months. 

Hue was a cultural center in South Vietnam. The 
fighting in Hue was intense, and lasted for four weeks. 

The Marines and South Vietnamese forces had to fight 
building to building, street by street, to reclaim the city. 

Much of the city was destroyed and losses on both sides 
were high. 

Quang Tri City was in the north of Vietnam and an 
important government headquarters. It was an important 
target for the NVA. Bien Hoa and Da Nang were home to 
major military air bases for the United States. They were 
both attacked at the start of the Tet Offensive, but attacks were 
turned back by the allied forces. 


EXCLUSIVE 50 th ANNIVERSARY TRIBUTE 


Order today and we will arrange delivery of your working 
Tribute through the licensed firearms dealer of your choice. 
You will receive your Tribute with our 30-day guarantee of 
satisfaction. If you are not completely satisfied, return your Tribute 
to us in original, unfired condition for a complete refund. 

Our nation’s involvement in Vietnam spanned three decades. 
It’s estimated that more than 2,500,000 Americans served in 
Vietnam. More than 58,000 lost their lives and another 350,000 
were wounded. When the Tet attack started, America had over 
400,000 soldiers and Marine servicemen in Vietnam. 

This historic 50 th anniversary Tribute honors the generation who 
served during the Vietnam War. They didn’t hesitate to put their 
lives on the line and sacrifice when our country called. All of them 
deserve our gratitude. If you’re a veteran who served, or you want 
to honor a family member or friend who served, this handsome 
Tribute pistol will be a lasting tribute to all who honorably served 
in Vietnam. Order yours today to secure your place in this edition 
honoring all those who proudly served in Vietnam. 


©AHL, Inc. 








































































BY JEFF STOFFER 


Jeremy Ehart of Kansas, badly burned in a training exercise, 
discovers the healing power of "being a part of something." 


Jeremy and Kristy Ehart take a ride 
outside Hutchinson, Kan., where The 
American Legion has become a 

major part of their lives. Photo by Clay Lomneth 
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J eremy Ehart needed to find clean dirt. He was 
on fire. Stop. Drop. Roll. He had heard it 
forever. It wasn’t working. Too much dry grass 
and brush only made it worse. Ablaze, he staggered 
down an incline and somehow found a patch that 
was not overgrown. Ehart leaped and did the drill. 

His wife, Kristy, was house-sitting for friends in 
Virginia when she got the call. She was told to be at 
the Marine base staff office in 30 minutes. She was 
there in five. “They told me they were going to ship 
me from Virginia to California the next day. They 
told me he had been burned, that he had been in an 
accident, but I didn’t know the extent of his injuries 
until I got there.” 

The date was Oct. 28, 2004. “I told the captain, 
‘Don’t let anyone else wear those ghillie suits.’” 
Those are the last words Ehart remembers saying 
before he lost consciousness on the medevac 
helicopter. Seven days later, he awakened from a 
drug-induced coma at a civilian hospital in Fresno, 
Calif. Kristy was there, having listened over and 
over to the last voice message from her husband, 
wondering how he was going to survive. 

“The first time I saw him, his hands were hanging 
from the ceiling because they had him in mesh, 
trying to keep the circulation,” she says. “His face 
was all covered in gauze.” 

Sixty-four percent of Ehart’s body was burned. He 
would be hospitalized for the next six months, most 
of that at Brooke Army Medical Center in San 
Antonio. Thirty-six operations would be needed over 
the months and years ahead. He would be disfigured 
for the rest of his life. 

Twenty-six at the time, he had a young son. 

The Eharts had been married a little over two 
years when the accident happened, much of that 
time spent apart due to Marine Corps deployments 
that included an eight-month training mission in 
Japan. Like most military couples, they knew such 
separations come with the territory. After Oct. 29, 
2004, they wouldn’t have to worry about time and 
distance away from each other anymore. “We really 
haven’t been apart in the last 13 years,” Kristy says. 

Ehart and his Marine Corps antiterrorism unit 
had been sent to northern California that autumn to 
help train Department of Energy (DoE) security 
personnel. His role was to get into a camouflage 
ghillie suit made mostly of flammable burlap and 
pretend to be a bad guy. He had a DoE MILES 
(multiple integrated laser engagement system) 
weapon that fired blank cartridges and recorded hits 
on targets equipped with sensors. 

Something went wrong with the weapon, though, 
which was plugged just in case a live round might 


unintentionally be loaded into it. Gas backed up 
inside the barrel and ignited, unleashing flames 
back at Ehart. 

“They neglected to have a place for the gases to 
escape, so after several rounds went through, the 
gases built up and had no place to go but back at 
me,” he says. “That ghillie suit wasn’t fire-retardant 
as well as everyone thought it was. I actually saw 
the flame. It started on my arm. I didn’t have a 
radio. I got up to the nearest Marine to me. We had 
panic words if we had to stop the exercise. So I got 
his attention. He had a radio. He called it in that we 
needed to stop the exercise. I started thrashing 
around on the ground. The more I rolled, the worse 
it got. I rolled for a few seconds and tried to keep my 
head up. I could feel it getting hotter and worse. It 
felt like an hour. It was probably 30 seconds.” 

After Ehart made it to the clear area, another 
Marine and one of the DoE trainees swooped in and 
extinguished the flames, which by that time had 
engulfed most of his body. 

“I lost consciousness for a few minutes,” he says. 

“I don’t know how long it was. When I came back 
to, the DoE medical staff was right there. They had 
me stripped and had an IV in me already. They had 
the morphine pumping. And they told me the 
helicopter was on its way.” 

Jeremy and Kristy had gone to high school 
together in Hutchinson, Kan., but did not date as 
teens. They hung out in different circles until 
rediscovering one another at a party a couple of 
years after graduation. They fell in love and traveled 
to Texas to see her brother graduate from Air Force 
basic training. 

At 22, Ehart had never before considered military 
service, but the Air Force ceremony inspired him to 
leave his job as a pepperoni maker at a local food¬ 
processing plant. “Within a week, I went to the 
recruiter’s office and signed the papers.” 

Until then, Ehart says, he didn’t have much 
ambition. He didn’t participate in sports or other 
extracurricular activities in high school. He skipped 
as many classes as he could and still graduate, after 
which he went to work at the plant. Military service 
eventually seemed a good opportunity to chart a 
new course. “The Marine Corps was definitely a 
good thing for me. It changed me.” 

Ehart learned the distinctive brand of esprit de 
corps shared among those who choose to be 
Marines. “In boot camp, you do everything together. 
You eat together. You shower together. You PT 
together. You do everything together. There comes a 
point when you can only PT so long, and you need 
those fellow Marines to help pull you through. 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


nsBii 

t ROPE LIGHT V 


16 ft. lit, 
22 ft. long 


SOLAR ROPE LIGHT! 

ITEM 62533/68353 shown i 


VALID HOW ON 5,000+ ITEMS 1 


Customer Rating | 

□□□□ 


/ 


$999; 


$43" $29^1 

.Hipiii 





How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools • 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


10 FT. x 20 FT. 
_„E CAR CANOPY 

ITEM 63054/60728/69034/62858 shown j 


Customer Rating 


Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 item " 
purchased. ‘Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any | 
of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, n 
Extended Service Plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day Parking Lot J 
Sale item, compressors, floor jacks, saw mills, storage cabinets, I 
chests or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Bauer, CoverPro, J 
Daytona, Earthquake, Hercules, Jupiter, Lynxx, Poulan, Predator, | 
StormCat, Tailgator, Viking, Vulcan. Not valid on prior purchases. Non-1 
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 5/14/17.1 


24282698 


We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 

And we can sell them fora 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
700+ Stores Nationwide. 


24261414 

I LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 4 
1 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior i 
[ purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. | 
C Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | 
[_presented^ Valid_thro ugh 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. J 

. 18 VOLT CORDLESS ] 

3/8" DRILL/DRIVER WITH] 
KEYLESS CHUCK] 

ITEM 69651/62868! 
62873/68239 shown | 

drilfmaster; 

l ln , c LwM S ^ ne Customer Rating! 

^ loVNlUCl I---- ^ 

I battery and [ 
k charger. 


$16": 

m* s«K: 


■ drilfmaster 

uni 


94"! 


$099 


comp at 

$31.47 


I LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
k 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
[ purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
P Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
[ presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


$99" 5149" $205^9 i 

i 


12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WltH REMOTE CONTROL AND 
AUTOMATIC BRAKE 

ITEM 61256/61889/60813 shown 


24312373 
h LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling i 
C 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior J 
[ purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. . 
F Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 1 
[presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. r 

twotiIr 

COLLAPSIBLE 
EASY-STORE . 

STEP LADDER \ 

ITEM 67514 


' 225 lb. capacity 

j $1999 t 

" $OjQ89 ‘"’"(t 1 

i mi . 

L 24272213 

I LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
E 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
C purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
P Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
[presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

1500"WATT DUaI 
TEMPERATURE HEAT GUN 
(57271112°) 

ITEM 62340 
62546/63104 
96289 shown 

Customer Rating 

, F1 F1Q H 


Customer Rating 

ananr 

.Ill 

243381 -I 5 

" LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
| 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


RETRACTABLE 
AIR HOSE REEL WITH 
3/8" x 50 FT. HOSE 

Customer Rating item 93897 shown 

□□□□ 69265/62344 




SAVE 

5129 


CENTRAL 

PNEUMATIC 


95999 189»> stK 
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24263067 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


PITTSBURGHIBSB1 

RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
LOW PROFILE • Weighs 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL 73lbs - 
1TC JRJj K Customer Rating 

61 253/62326 UUUUU , 

t' 

20 " 

$ 7999 1 

59999 ' ' 

comp at 

$269.99 
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24332685 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by callini 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be | 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. , 

» RE¬ 

MOV ING BLANKET 

SAVE umtMMiBi 

RR% ITEM 66537 shown 

,U 69505/62418 




Customer Rating $C99 $8®* 
□□□CD « camp at $17.97 

llllllli 

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 1 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior | 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receip* 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must t 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per da 


29 PIECE TITANIUM . 
NITRIDE COATED 
HIGH SPEED 
STEEL DRILL BIT SET 

Customer Rating 


CAI/C ITEM 62281 I 
61637 shown i 


W 3-IN-1 PORTABLE POWER , 

PACK WITH JUMP STARTER 

CENTECH. 

ITEM 38391/62376 J HtlHILUnink _.„_-, cn7 Qn ■ 

Customer Rating 62306 shown j ITEM 60363/6 —1 

. anna „ „„ *nnnnn | f?ft Ton. item gmwnn *51 


HORIZONTAL SHAFT SsE^INK 


83 % 


$999: 

$59^7 j 


24319549 

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

V~~ 3/8"xl4FT.GRADE43 j 
oAVE TOWING CHAIN , 

67 % 


lllllllllllllll 


SAVE 
NOW 

$39" 

lllllllllllllll 


2433020-1 
‘LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
1800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
.presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

W~~ "sUPER-WIDElm-FOLD i 
ALUMINUM LOADING RAMP , 

Haulljjjasler | 


$149" ssVs! 

IMIIIUIIU 111111 


40 PIECE 1/4" AND 
IKE 


Not for 
overhead 
lifting. 


Customer Rating 


ITEM 60658 . 
97711 shown 1 

• 5400 lb. capacity 

$1999 

$59" 

comp at $60.95 


ITEM 90018 shown I 
69595/60334 1 

SAVE 
$110 


3/8" DRIVE SOCKET SET 

SAVE PITTSBURGH 

60% 


ITEM 63015 , 
SAEand 61328/62843 1 
Metric 47902 shown 1 


• 1500 lb. capacity 

Customer Rating 

□□□□r 


$7099 $99**! 

■ ** $189.99 J 


lift - — — Am 


243046-1 -I 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


24283905 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
|800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
I Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
.presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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Customer Rating, 

□□□□ 

$399; 

$4"* $9X9! 


24290764 

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or p~ 1 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original rec , 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I 
.presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 
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SUPER 

COUPON 


Customer Rating 


HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


Y- SUPER COUPON £ W9(Sr C * MH 



3 GALLON, 100 PSI OILLESS 
AfR COMPRESSORS 



A. HOT DOG 

ITEM 69269/97080 shown 

B. PANCAKE 

ITEM 95275 shown 
60637/61615 


SAVE 

59% 


YOUR CHOICE 


24440801 


CENTRAL 

PNEUMATIC £§9" $9872 


| LIMIT 3 ■ Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


FREE 

WITH ANY PURCHASE ' 

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT 1 
NINE LED ALUMINUM I 
t FLASHLIGHT I 

ITEM 69052 shown , 
69111/62522/62573 I 



W STEP STOOL/ 

WORKING PLATFORM 


I.MHUHIHl 

capacily ITEM 62515 

66911 shown 


Customer Rating 

□□□□□ 



SAVE 

65 % 


$1999 $2909 

comp at $57.55 


2438311O 

1 LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
| 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
| Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



US*GENERALH 
26" 16 DRAWER 
ROLLER CABINET 

ITEM 61609/67831 shown 
Customer Rating 
□□□□□ 

• 10601b. 
capacity 

• 14,600 cu. in. 
of storage 


SAVE 

$653 

$299" 

$399" 

comp at 

$952.99 


24423107 

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 





WE CARRY A FULL 
LINE OF GRINDING AND 
CUT-OFF WHEELS 


Customer Rating 

□□□□ 

mini mi iiiii 


$999 

$4409- 

comp at $20.13 

mil 


, 12 VOLT MAGNETIC 

» Customer M"! TOWING LIGHT KIT 


SAVE 

71 % 


ITEM 63100 


$099! SAVE 
3 ! 59% 



24385401 

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior f 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be I 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 


m": 

comp at $34.95 I 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 111 : 


9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH SETS 

PITTSBURGH SAE 

Customer Rating |JEM 69043/63282/42304 shown 

METRIC 

ITEM 42305/69044/63171 

YOUR 
CHOICE 


24420561 

1 LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by callii 
■ 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or pri 
1 purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original recei| 
| Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must I 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per dr 


.mini 

iiiii! 1 ' 

ooSOO 0 oOO 

III 


j/uau^/uu 1 1 1 

$599 

* 8 *»$i*» 


1 20 TO 

■ ITEM 32879 
3603 shown 
Pair of Arbor 
Plates Included 


24380830 

stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
J: - 1 “ coupon or prior 


W 12" SLIDING COMPOUND 

DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW _ _ _ 

WITH LASER GUIDE 

Ji ICu stomer Rating 

■wE ITEIV, 61 6 lli / 4 6 ^ 9 7o n 

Blade sold separately. S YOUR CHOICE 


1 LIMIT 5 - Good 

| 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount .. ...... 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
| Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 


* PRESS 


mm** 3200 RUNNING WATTS i 
6 5 HP (212 CC) GAS GENERATORS j 

ITEM R9676/69729/63080/63079jho^5, 

sannnr h»^S 

Wheel kit sold separately.] 


. 70 dB* 
noise 
level 


*nv 

339" gf 


24508268 


LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or priori 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or byl 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping ■ 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. l\lon-l 
.transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through J 
5/14/17. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per c' 


24423990 

il iM P JW I 

4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER | 

QAi/r drilfmaster 

item 69645/60625 shown I 

50 % 


iooBib. MOVER'S GOLLY 1 

capacity 
Customer Rating 
□□□□□ ™ 60497/93888 shown 1 

61899/62399/63095/63096 1 
63098/63097 1 


Hauljyiaster 


I III IIIII IIIII IIIII IIIII IIIII IIIII IIIII llll I 

2440G181 

I LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling d 
I 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior J 
E purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. J 
E Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 1 
[_ presented^ Valid_thro ugh 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. T 

0SE3OH (Bu"ter Hill Security- 

ITEM 63135/61451 shown i 



$499; 

comp at 1 
12.88; 


2441 £500 0 

h LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling i 
E 800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior J 
L purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt, j 
[ Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 1 
[presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. f 

MECHANIC'S SHOP TOWELS J 

ITEM 69649 PACK OF 50 3 
61878/61837 
46163 shown 


sm 

$13499 

*189" $379* 


24501 1-15 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
, presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 



$199M $36979 V 5 

Bm WIiP 1 111111111111 


$399 


$ca? 

comp at $9.98 I 

III 


r medI 

62434/62426 

LG 

[ 62433/62428 

[X-LG 1 

62432/62429 


Item 62429 shown 

I HARDY 


n„rrh« M after 30 days from - "-Transferable. Original coupon must 


purchases after 30 days 
Offer good while supplies last t 
presented. Valid through_ 5/14/17_J-imrt^ 


one coupon per customer p 


• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• Over 30 Million Satisfied Customers 

• No Hassle Return Policy 


• 700+ Stores Nationwide 

• Lifetime Warranty 

On All Hand Tools 


Customer Rating 


: rvj- 

AUTOMATIC 
BATTERY FLOAT 
CHARGER 

ITEM 42292 shown 
69594/69955 

85% $4" 



Customer Rating 


$ 999 , 

#1 pa comp at , 

$18.98 ■ 


245502030 

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. , 


• HarborFreight.com 
•800-423-2567 


I At Harbor Freight Tools, the "comp at" price means that the same 

I item or a similar functioning item was advertised for sale at or 
I above the "comp at" price by another retailer in the U.S. within the 
I past 180 days. Prices advertised by others may vary by location. 
I No other meaning of "comp at" should be implied. For more 
I information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate. 


24475378 
LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling i 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior J 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 3 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 1 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. f 

~PITTSBURGH BBS * 

2 TON FOLDABLE 1 
SHOP CRANE I 

Customer Rating J 

mm 

ITEM 60388 J 
69514 shown , 



$ 17999 ; 

i J $249“: 

Includes Ram, Cooo 00 ! 

Hook and Chain comp at 3)Z77.77 1 


24373871 
LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling J 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior J 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 3 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 1 
presented. Valid through 5/14/17. Limit one coupon per customer per day. \ 




















































I found I needed my 
fellow Marines more 
than I thought I did.” 

Sharply cut in his 
dress blues on their 
wedding day in 2002, 

Ehart proudly held 
his young son 
Addison as relatives 
snapped photographs, 
capturing the begin¬ 
ning of a journey no 
one could have 
foreseen a year 
earlier for the couple. 

Three and a half months after he was injured 
- mid-February 2005 - Ehart saw the effects of the 
training accident. “I actually remember the very first 
day I looked in the mirror in the hospital. It was 
something else looking back at me. It wasn’t me.” 

Kristy remembers the emotional toll it took on 
him. “He said one time in the hospital, ‘You know, 
you don’t have to stay.’” 

Her response: “I didn’t marry you for what you 
looked like. I married you for your heart.” 

In San Antonio, the Eharts met other couples 
facing similar challenges during recovery. Kristy 
still keeps up with many of them on Facebook. Some 
marriages survived. Others did not. “There are a 
few who have split because they can’t handle it,” she 
says. “You don’t handle it. You just do it.” 

“She never left,” Ehart explains of his wife’s 
resolve. “You learn a lot about yourself and your 
spouse when you’ve been put through something 
you didn’t expect, something you never thought 
you’d have to expect. Having her down there was a 
blessing. She definitely kept me going. She is one of 
the reasons I am here right now.” 

Kristy adds, “I told him, ‘You’re not going to sit in 
this room. We’re not going to do this.’ The very 
first day he got out of the hospital, I took him to the 
PX on post and carted him around in a wheelchair. 

I told him, ‘You’re not going to be a hermit.’ It would 
drive me nuts.” 

Ehart was diagnosed with post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD), received medication and struggled 
against the impulse to withdraw. “If it was up to me, 
I would probably have stayed a hermit,” he says. 

Following another year of outpatient care at 
Brooke, Ehart was medically discharged. “They said, 
‘Here’s your papers,”’ he says. “There was no 
preparation. No anything. I got out in 2006. That 
was before PTSD became a big thing.” They moved 
back to Hutchinson to start over. 


Medicated and 
self-conscious about 
his appearance, Ehart 
wanted to isolate 
himself while Kristy 
and others tried to 
get him out. He 
bought a motorcycle, 
never having ridden 
before, to get some 
air. After about a 
year home, a friend 
whose grandfather 
was a member of Post 
68 in Hutchinson suggested the couple drop in on an 
American Legion Riders chapter meeting. Unsure, 
Ehart agreed to check it out. 

“I walked in not knowing what to expect, and at 
this time I was still uneasy with a lot of people,” he 
says. “You walk into a meeting full of people you 
don’t know, and you don’t know what’s going on, or 
don’t understand what they’re talking about. Instead 
of the looks and ‘What happened to you?’ they 
stuck their hands out and introduced themselves. 

I thought, ‘Hmm, good start.’” 

Someone in the chapter made a motion during the 
meeting to pay the Eharts’ dues for one year. “By 
the end of the meeting, we were American Legion, 
American Legion Auxiliary and American Legion 
Riders members,” he recalls. “We weren’t planning 
on joining. We literally came down to see what was 
going on, to see how I felt, to see if it was something 
I could handle, something I could do without 
freaking out.” 

A month later, they bought a Suzuki Boulevard 
C50. “That was big enough for us for a while - until 
that Harley bug bit,” Ehart says. Soon they were 
both deeply involved in the Riders, and his-and-hers 
Harleys replaced the Suzuki. They began riding in 
American Legion welcome-home events for troops 
returning from overseas service. They escorted and 
helped provide security at funerals for military 
personnel who lost their lives on active duty. 

“That was big for me,” Ehart says. “You go to a 
welcome-home, thinking that it’s going be the 
person coming home and maybe a few family 
members, and you pull up and there’s 40 people 
there you don’t know. That got me to a point where 
instead of always hiding in the back, I was hiding in 
the middle of a group. And then I moved from 
hiding in the middle of the group to maybe being on 
the end of the group and then from being on the end 
to being in the front of the group. Little steps. It’s 
helped.” 



Jeremy and Kristy Ehart didn't know what they were getting into when 
someone paid their dues at Post 68 in Hutchinson. PhotobyciayLomneth 
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS! 


ATTENTION: MILITARY WIVES and WOMEN IN MILITARY 

The Use of Talc Body Powder (Baby Powder) Increases the Risk of Ovarian Cancer 

• WebMD. “The use of talc may increase the risk of ovarian cancer. 

Talcum powder dusted on the perineum (the area between the vagina and 
the anus) may reach the ovaries by entering the vagina.” 

• Journal of Cancer Prevention Research. “Genital powder use has 
been associated with risk of epithelial ovarian cancer in 
some...epidemiologic investigations, possibly reflecting the carcinogenic 
effects of talc particles found in most of these products.” 

• Daily Mail. “Women who use talcum powder every day to keep fresh are 40 percent more 
likely to develop ovarian cancer” 

If you, a family member, or a loved one has ovarian cancer or died of ovarian cancer and used 
talcum powder on a regular basis for over five years, you may be entitled to compensation. Please 
contact the Branch Law Firm, a well-known national law firm that has been in business over 45 
years, for a free initial interview and consultation. 1-800-828-4529 

IVC BLOOD CLOT FILTERS CAUSE SERIOUS INJURIES 

Action is Required to Receive Compensation. 

Call Now For Your Free Consultation. 

Retrievable IVC (inferior vena cava) Filters manufactured by C.R. Bard and Cook Medical have 
been known to be faulty, causing punctured veins, fracture, or migration to other parts of the 
body. These filters were implanted in the veins of patients who are unable to take blood thinners 
to prevent blood clots from moving into the lungs. In 2014, the FDA issued a Safety 
Communication stating that most IVC filters should be removed between after the 29th day but 
before the 54th day after implantation because of the risks involved. Unfortunately, this warning 
came too late for many people. The products with the highest incidents are: 

o The Bard G2 filter; The Bard G2 Express filter; The Bard Recovery filter 
o The Cook Celect filter; The Cook Gunther Tulip filter 

If you or a loved one received a C.R. Bard or Cook Medical IVC Filter and have experienced 
complications as a result of having the filter, please contact us immediately. We will conduct a 
confidential interview with you regarding your possible case. You may also visit our website at 
www.branchlawfirm.com . Your case will be handled on a contingency fee basis, which means: 

No Recovery, No Fee, Guaranteed! 1-800-828-4529 


Turner W. Branch, a principal and senior partner of the Branch Law Firm, retired as a 1st Lieutenant in 
the United States Marine Corps in 1968. He served on active duty in Camp Pendleton, California and at 
the Marine Corps Air Facility (MCAF) in Santa Ana, California. While at Camp Pendleton he served with 
the Second Battalion, Fifth Marines, First Marine Division (FMF) USMC. 

BRANCH LAW FIRM ’ 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

_ ^k s? ..v. ■ * .«• 2 JS S3 3HH ssS iSSSSS' 


Call today, the Branch Law Firm, 1-800-828-4529 
or visit our website at www.branchlawfirm.com 






OFFICES 

New Mexico 2025 Rio Grande Boulevard, NW, Albuquerque, NM 87104 
Texas 7660 Woodway, Suite 315, Houston, TX 77063 



Brandi Law Firm 

















The majority of Post 68’s members are older than 
Ehart, but that has not diminished his commitment 
to the kind of camaraderie Marines in particular are 
known for. “Coming into a place that you’re not 
exactly sure of, you don’t exactly know what it is, 
you’re not sure how people are going to respond, 
and then everything is OK - it’s definitely been a 
breakthrough for me. I had some delicate times. 
Some emotional barriers. I know that The American 
Legion has helped me get past those. 

“This place is an outlet. You don’t have to hold 
everything in. It’s not all inside. I think a big part 
of it is being able to talk to like-minded, non- 
judgmental people. I think that’s the biggest thing.” 

Ehart no longer takes medicine for PTSD. For one 
thing, he’s too busy with the Legion these days. 

A year after joining Post 68, he was elected 
adjutant, an office he has held for seven of the past 
nine years. He is a member of Kansas’ District 7 
Executive Committee. Kristy has served as the 
Auxiliary unit’s sergeant-at-arms and is now the 
Legion Riders chapter treasurer. In August, they 
attended the Legion’s 98th National Convention in 
Cincinnati. That was a big step. 

“He would never have done that in past years,” 
Kristy explains. “That would have been too many 
people.” 

Prior to the Legion Riders meeting in 2009, neither 
Jeremy nor Kristy knew much about the post. 

Chartered nearly a century ago, Lysle Rishel Post 
68 was named for a young Marine from Hutchinson 
who was killed at Belleau Wood on June 23, 1918. 
Post 68 has long been woven into the Legion’s 
identity in Kansas. It has been the state’s home for 
multiple American Legion Family gatherings over 
the century and recently was named the venue, 
indefinitely, of the summer department convention. 

The post once owned and occupied Hutchinson’s 
historic Bisonte Hotel, built in 1908 for $250,000. 

It housed such visitors as presidents Theodore 
Roosevelt and William Howard Taft, as well as 
famed Marine Corps composer/conductor John 
Philip Sousa, the march king who wrote “Stars and 
Stripes Forever” and “Semper Fidelis.” After the 
railroads faded, the hotel was available in the 
mid-1940s for a sliver of its construction cost, and 
Post 68 bought it. Some photos, drawings, room 
keys and a brick from the hotel, which was 
abandoned and razed in the early 1960s, are all that 
remain in Legion possession from that period in the 
post’s history. After a couple of temporary locations, 
Post 68 bought a former catering facility on West 4th 
Street that is known affectionately as the “big barn” 
due to its red barn-like design. 
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Inside, the post is home to bingo nights and 
burger Thursdays, chili feeds and other traditional 
activities, with a well-furnished club room that has 
on one wall a collage of members’ military photos. 
One photo is of a sharply dressed young Marine who 
looks very different today but has the kind of heart 
that made his wife fall deeply in love with him - 
a heart that has found a place among his fellow 
Legionnaires. 

“When I say The American Legion has saved my 
life, it may not be literal,” says the 37-year-old 
adjutant. “I would have never committed suicide or 
anything, but I would have been a hermit. And, in 
doing so, there is a very good possibility my wife 
would not have liked me being a hermit. So, it’s 
hard telling how things might have gone. I could 
have lost my wife. I could have lost my son. I could 
have lost my friends.” 

Instead, he is now serving as the post’s Boys State 
Committee chairman and plans to volunteer at the 
department Boys State program next summer as his 
son gets ready for his junior year of high school, 
where he is a standout athlete in three sports. 

“I’ve come a long, long way,” Ehart says, adding 
that he hopes other post-9/11 veterans like himself 
will discover what the Legion - and being around 
veterans who understand, regardless of war era or 
duty station - can do for them. 

Just like in the Marine Corps, the mission is 
what has mattered most in Ehart’s progress since 
2004. “It’s never all about me. But when you’re 
conscious about the way you look or when you’re 
self-conscious about the way you are, then you 
always feel like it’s all about you. So when we’re 
doing something out in the public, or for instance 
with Boys State, I know that the focus isn’t on me. 

“I’ve never laid blame to anybody or anything. I’m 
proud of what I have done. I’m a Marine. I am very 
proud of being a Legionnaire, and a lot of it is they 
have pulled me out of a funk. They helped me to 
become, right now, who I am.” 

Kristy adds, “I am very, very proud of him. He 
could have given up any day. But he never did.” 

With Addison set to graduate from high school in 
a couple of years, the Eharts have been through 
enough to know better than to predict the future. 
They both realize the past has made them stronger 
in ways they never imagined 15 years ago. 

“I don’t have a clue what we’re going to do,” 

Kristy says. “It will probably come down to Legion 
stuff. I love being a part of something.” II 

Jeff Stoffer is editor of The American Legion 
Magazine. 


My DMTi doM, May god always 
Protect You and Gwe You Strength 


Hand-crafted in Braided 
Genuine Leather and 
Solid Stainless Steel 

Etched Diamond-shaped 
Cross Set with a Genuine 
Black Sapphire 



r My Dear Son, 

May Ciod always protect y\ 
and give you strength. 


Actual size 


Finely etched on the reverse side with: My Dear Son, 

May God always protect you and give you strength. 

p mm : m 

Unique stainless steel MAGNETIC clasp makes it 
easy to open and close the bracelet. 

A Distinctive Expression of Faith 

Your son is the source of countless moments of joy and pride. 
And with the love of family and the guiding presence of faith, 
you know he will continue to grow strong. Now, your son can 
carry a powerful reminder that God is always there to protect 
and provide strength, with a distinctive new jewelry exclusive. 

Genuine Leather, Solid Stainless Steel and 
Genuine Black Sapphire 

A meaningful expression of faith and your love, the “Protection 
and Strength for My Son” Bracelet is superbly crafted in 
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Hutchinson Sports Arena, home of the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) men's basketball championship 
tournament, will continue to draw big crowds and top talent after a massive rebuild completed last year. Photo by ciayLomneth 


Rebuilt arena ensures long-term Legion role 


Newly minted veterans of World War II wanted sports, and 
The American Legion of Kansas wanted those young 
veterans to join the organization. American Legion Baseball 
had successfully taken root as a youth program by the late 
1920s across the state and the country, but when the GIs of 
the second world war came home, it was time for something 
new, and Kansas was all in for hoops. The Legion responded. 

In the 1945-1946 season, according to the 1968 book "The 
History of The American Legion in Kansas" by Richard 
Loosbrock, "there were at least 48 post basketball teams 
participating in competition throughout the Sunflower 
State." Harry B. Dorst Post 24 of McPherson, Kan., went on to 
win the 1949 national American Legion basketball 
tournament. 

But in the years that followed, Loosbrock wrote, "the 
Legionnaires became older, and as more and more were 
burdened with family responsibilities, time was running out 
on basketball as a Legion activity." 

As a sport for Legionnaires to play, basketball may have 
been short-lived, dying out as a national competition in the 
early 1950s. But in Kansas, the Legion's involvement with the 
game was just tipping off. 

Hutchinson, Kan., has been home of the National Junior 
College Athletic Association Division I men's basketball 


championship tournament since 1949. And that's not going 
to change anytime soon. The American Legion and the 
NJCAA signed a new 25-year agreement in February 2016 to 
continue a relationship that has connected some of 
America's top basketball players and coaches with the 
nation's largest veterans organization, specifically Lysle 
Rishel Post 68 in Hutchinson. 

"We run it for the NJCAA - we literally run it," says Larry R. 
Collins, a Post 68 member and arena coordinator for the 
annual tournament; he has been volunteering to help put 
on the event for the past 45 years. "There's so much that 
goes into this tournament. It's not just a throw-together 
situation. It all comes together." 

Post 68 - which summons an army of more than 200 local 
American Legion Family members, all serving on various 
committees every March to coordinate the event - will 
continue to do so after a local sales tax was passed to 
complete a nearly $30 million overhaul of the Hutchinson 
Sports Arena. The project is on schedule to be done in time 
for the March 20-25 tourney. 

"Hopefully, it will be paid for in nine or 10 years," says 
David Warnken, a Post 68 member, longtime tournament 
volunteer and American Legion National Executive 
Committeeman. "And it will be a great asset to the 


32 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | FEBRUARY 2017 




KOHLER. The perfect combination: 

Walk in Bath Safety and affordability. 






“I love the Hydrojets . 

I love sitting in there 
and letting it go for 
15 minutes . I love 
everything about the 
KOHLER walk-in tub. 


KOHLER Belay™ Walk-In Bath 


-Marie, Newtown Square, PA 


Save $1,000 Call Now 800-793-5629 

LIMITED TIME OFFER. * for a FREE in-home consultation and quote. 





LIFETIME LIMITEDJ 

WARRANTY ^ 


DESIGNED & ASSEMBLED 


WITH PRIDE 

IN THE U.S.A. 


• Ultra-low step-in height, 
over 30% lower than most 
other walk-in baths. 

• Extra-wide door. 

• Beautifully designed and 
easy-to-grip handrails. 

• KOHLER whirlpool jets 
and bubble massage 
targeted at stress points 
along legs, feet and spine. 

• Heated back, neck and 
shoulder surfaces. 



KOHLER 

Certified Installer 


Installed in as little 
as one day by a 
KOHLER-certified 
specialist at 
a surprisingly 
affordable price. 


Installation included. 


Only available by calling 800-793-5629 

*The Lifetime Limited Warranty is good for as long as the original consumer purchaser or Visiting KohlerWalklnBath.COITI 
owns his/her home. For complete details, call 800-793-5629. ©2017 Kohler Co. 

























community, something we're 
really looking forward to." 

The Hutchinson Sports Arena 
opened in 1952, three years after 
the community landed the 
tournament with backing from 
the local Legion post and a 
promise of volunteer support for 
nearly every aspect of the event, 
from security to parking to clock 
keeping and team support. The 
tournament recently expanded 
from 16 to 24 teams in a single¬ 
elimination format. 

Some of basketball's greats 
have passed through Hutchinson 
over the years, ranging from 
7-foot-2 future National Basketball 
Association Hall of Famer Artis 
Gilmore of Gardner-Webb to the 
5-foot-6 phenomenon Spud Webb 
of Midland College. Top coaches, 
from Bob Knight and Cotton 
Fitzsimmons to Larry Brown and 
P.J. Carlesimo, have also come 
through Hutchinson, scouting players for four-year colleges 
and NBA teams. 

"We refer to it as 'the tournament,"' says Post 68 member 
and tournament director Joe O'Sullivan. "For people locally, 
when you use those words, they know what you're talking 
about. This tournament is the flagship of National Junior 
College Athletic Association events." 

While Hutchinson, about an hour's drive from Wichita, 
built a great reputation as the host city for the tournament 
- commonly filling the 7,000 seats in the arena thanks to 
vigorous ticket-sales efforts from Post 68 - the agreement 
was renewable every three years. To secure the tournament 
for the long term, local voters in 2015 passed the sales tax 
measure - about one-third of one cent - with nearly 75 
percent of ballots in favor to make the upgrades to the 
center, which included: 

■ Compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
provisions, including new and improved seating, railing and 
wheelchair accessibility. 

■ Three new practice basketball courts with expanded 
public access. 

■ Rebuilt restroom facilities. 

■ Four new dressing rooms. 

■ Air conditioning. Even though the tournament is played in 
March, it can get hot that time of year in central Kansas, and 
improved circulation makes it more of a year-round facility 
for local activities. 

■ New storage areas. 

■ New administrative offices for Hutchinson Community 
College, which plays its home games in the arena. 

Post 68 generates a substantial portion of its annual 
revenue from sales of advertising, programs and souvenirs 
at the tournament. It also receives payment from the NJCAA 
to run the event. 


"The tournament is one of the 
major funding sources for the 
post," Post 68 Commander David 
Griffin says. "If it weren't for the 
people putting this on and the 
income from the tournament, this 
post would not be what it is. It 
takes a lot of money to operate 
this post, and the income from the 
tournament certainly helps." 

On the Thursday of tournament 
week each year, Post 68 hosts an 
all-you-can-eat pancake breakfast 
for $5 a person. When the 
breakfast was introduced in the 
1980s, about 150 showed up, with 
funds going to two Hutchinson 
Community College scholarships. 
Since then, the annual breakfast 
has grown to feed more than 1,200 
a year, and the number of 
scholarships supported from it has 
increased to five. 

The tournament generates an 
estimated $1.3 million in economic 
benefit for the community each year. "They're filling up all 
the (hotel) rooms," says Collins, whose son and grandson, 
both Sons of The American Legion members, also volunteer 
to work the tournament. "They're eating. They're buying 
clothes. They're buying souvenirs. Every food place in town 
is jam-packed." 

Warnken has watched the tournament and the Legion's 
role in it evolve since he went to the grand opening of the 
sports arena - built for $1 million - as a boy. "The streets 
were still dirt," he says. "It was kind of out in the middle of a 
field. It was muddy, so they actually had to lay plywood 
across the mud, from where we parked cars to access the 
arena, so we wouldn't track mud into the new building. We 
walked in there and it was, 'Wow, this is really something.' It 
was, and it still is." 

Soon after he came home from the Vietnam War and 
joined the Legion, Warnken entered the Post 68 volunteer 
cadre that runs the tournament. "I sell programs. And what's 
really cool about program sales is that I have had the same 
people look me up every year to buy their program from 
me. So it's fun. It's fun to mingle with the crowd and peddle 
programs." 

"The dedication these volunteers have for this 
tournament is amazing," says O'Sullivan, who joined the 
Legion in 1979, mainly because he wanted to help with the 
tournament. "They really want to be there, and they really 
want to do a good job. They're invested in it." 

Post members never tire of all the work that goes into it, 
Warnken says. "We just can't wait for it to come around 
every year." 

Thanks to the Legion's involvement for the past 67 years, 
the tournament will be coming around annually at least 
through 2041. 

-JeffStoffer 



The program for the 2005 NJCAA tournament in 

Hutchinson, Kan. Photo by Clay Lomneth 
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STICKER SHOCK 

VA, helicopter schools confront high Gl Bill-funded training costs. 


BY KEN OLSEN 

W hen it comes to benefiting from the 

Post-9/11 GI Bill, a handful of helicopter 
schools are in a league of their own. 

A loophole in the 2009 legislation allows private 
companies that partner with public colleges and 
universities to charge as much as they want for 
flying lessons. While perfectly legal, it’s cost 
taxpayers millions of dollars without much 
evidence it’s improved veterans’ chances of getting 
their dream flying job, as some flight schools have 
asserted. 

“We had cases where there were payments in 
excess of half a million dollars for (individual) 
flight training,” says Joe Wescott, legislative 
director of the National Association of State 
Approving Agencies (NASAA), which oversees 
college programs funded under the GI Bill. “Do 
you know how many oncologists I can train at 
(University of North Carolina) Chapel Hill for half 
a million dollars?” 


In fiscal 2013, VA paid about $42 million in GI 
Bill benefits for 1,700 students enrolled in aviation 
programs at colleges and universities, Wescott 
says. The following year, VA shelled out nearly 
$80 million for 1,900 flying students. 

It appears that as few as 10 schools were 
responsible for three quarters of all the GI Bill- 
related flight school expenses in 2014, adds John 
Kamin, assistant director of The American Legion’s 
Veterans Employment & Education Division. “So 
it’s not all across the board.” 

Nonetheless, it’s important to find a way to 
bring helicopter flight training costs down before 
taxpayers lose patience. 

“The biggest concern I have as a veteran and a 
graduate who used the GI Bill is that it raises the 
perception that veterans are gaming the system,” 
Kamin says. 

Finding a fix people can agree upon, however, 
has proven perplexing. 
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Students "fly" helicopters in the Yavapai Community College flight simulator lab in Prescott, Ariz. According to the Los Angeles 
Times, VA put a stop to new enrollments in several helicopter training programs in 2015, including Yavapai's, due to high costs. Getty 


TOP FLIGHT The massive payments to helicopter 
schools first captured public attention in 2015 
when the Los Angeles Times reported about 
expensive private-public flight training 
partnerships in Utah and Arizona. One reason for 
the eye-popping price tags: some helicopter 
programs switched from training students in 
piston-engine helicopters to more expensive 
jet-assist or turbine helicopters after the Post-9/11 
GI Bill was passed, allowing these schools to 
charge VA more for fight instruction. The overall 
cost of training a helicopter pilot soared. 

One of those companies defends the move to 
turbine helicopters as a way to improve students’ 
ability to get a job. 

“We started offering training on more relevant 
aircraft because that is what they are going to be 
flying in the real world,” says Sean Reid of Upper 
Limit Aviation, which partnered with Southern 
Utah University (SUU) in Cedar City to offer flight 
training under the Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

Other flight instructors say the switch to turbine 
helicopters not only was ill-advised, but put 
graduates at a disadvantage. “It’s like going to 
surgery school before you finish pre-med,” says 


Chris Bailey, chief pilot and CEO of Midwest 
Helicopter Academy, which trains pilots in 
partnership with Saint Louis University. In 
addition, some veterans ended up without enough 
experience flying piston-engine helicopters - the 
job most likely open to newly minted pilots. “Not 
only did they hurt the taxpayers,” Bailey says, “but 
they can hurt the graduates.” 

Flight school officials point to other causes for 
the huge increase in helicopter training fees. 
Students and schools discovered veterans could 
flunk flight training, retake the course and build 
flying hours without harm to their GI Bill benefits. 
In addition, VA wouldn’t allow schools to give an 
incomplete to students who weren’t quite finished 
with flight training at the end of a semester. 

“Being forced by regional VA to fail a student 
because of weather or maintenance was an 
incredibly difficult pill to swallow,” says Michael 
Mower, SUU’s executive director of aviation 
programs. It was likely the single biggest factor in 
driving up program costs and wasting veterans’ 
benefits, he adds. 

SUU also worried that VA would pull GI Bill 
funding from all its academic programs because of 
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a misunderstanding or sudden change in VA’s 
reading of its own regulations. “This compliance 
issue was incredibly difficult to deal with because 
of their constantly shifting interpretations of 
regulations,” Mower says. 

SUU tried to dissuade VA without success amid 
accusations it was exploiting taxpayers. “We didn’t 
have a choice,” Mower says. “This was VA policy 
we had to follow.” 

SUU officials also say VA wouldn’t allow them to 
steer students who clearly didn’t belong in the 
flying program toward other degrees to reduce 
safety risks and free up instructors to focus on 
other students. Mower cites the example of a 
student who failed the flying course five times. 
“Here I’ve got a student I couldn’t allow to fly - 
she’d kill herself,” he says. “I went and presented 
this to the VA (regional) office in Muskogee. And 
VA told me, ‘If they’ve got the benefits, deal with 
it.’” By the time she left the program, the student 
had exhausted her GI Bill benefits - without ever 
flying on her own. 

VA REBUTTAL VA says its Muskogee office never 
told SUU it had to allow failing students to take 
flight training so long as they had GI Bill benefits. 
“Students that fail to meet a program’s published 
standards of attendance, conduct or progress 
should be terminated from a program, regardless 
of their eligibility for GI Bill benefits,” it stated in 
an email response to questions from The American 
Legion Magazine. “However, a student that meets 
these standards may receive benefits for retaking a 
required class if a failing grade was assigned for a 
previous attempt.” 

In other words, unless a university has a policy 
that specifically calls for washing out unqualified 
students, it has to allow them to repeat the class. 

VA also says that flight-training programs are 
permitted to give grades of incomplete “in 
accordance with their published institutional 
policies” when students can’t complete the course 
work by the end of the semester. And VA says it 
has never encountered a situation where students 
purposely flunked flight training classes so they 
could retake flying classes in order to build their 
flying hours. 

However, VA has started scrutinizing public- 
college flight training programs. “In 2015, the 
department reviewed programs at more than 100 
public institutions of higher learning and found 
approval issues with a substantial portion of 
them,” the department says. “VA worked closely 
with the schools and the various state approving 


agencies to bring non-compliant programs into 
compliance.” 

CAP CONCERNS SUU ended its partnership 
with Upper Limit Aviation last August after 
disagreements over program costs, among other 
issues, and will provide all training in-house, 
Mower says. It also changed academic policies that 
allowed students to fail three times before being 
booted from a program. Now they get one chance 
before SUU washes them out of flight training. 

Meanwhile, Congress attempted to cap flight¬ 
training fees public colleges can receive under the 
GI Bill at approximately $22,000 a year - the same 
limit the Post-9/11 GI Bill imposes on flying 
programs at private universities. The legislation 
passed the House but stalled in the Senate. 

Bailey, at Midwest Helicopter Academy, supports 
the limits. “It wouldn’t hurt to bump the cap to 
$25,000 a year - and apply it to all GI Bill flight 
training,” he says. His company has been able to 
provide GI Bill-funded flight training to aviation 
management students at Saint Louis under the 
$22,000 cap by keeping a tight rein on its costs. 

“I am somebody from the private sector who has 
tried to do it right because I want to see these 
opportunities for veterans, who dream of 
becoming pilots, last into the future,” he says. 

VA and NASAA also support a cap on GI Bill- 
funded flying tuition and fees at public colleges 
and universities. The American Legion hasn’t 
taken an official position on caps because of 
concerns about the unintended consequences of a 
one-size-fits-all approach. 

“It’s hard to determine what that rate should be 
because some schools have more in-depth training 
and higher requirements,” Kamin says. 

The Legion is monitoring the programs to see if 
SUU’s reform efforts and tighter VA scrutiny will 
bring flight training costs back in line. 

“We believe that in the next six months we’re 
going to learn a lot about the changes that SUU 
and other institutions are making,” Kamin says. 

“It may result in the problem being resolved 
without legislation.” 

But if these reform efforts don’t work, a cap on 
flight training expenses may be necessary. “In 
order for the GI Bill to succeed,” American Legion 
National Commander Charles E. Schmidt says, 
“every institution has to be a good steward of 
public dollars.” II 

Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The 
American Legion Magazine. 
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Remember the Rosies 

The working women of World War II did their part and more. 


BY AUDREY T.HINGLEY 

ike many original Rosie the Riveters, 

Frances Carter is humble when asked about 
the role they played on the homefront during 
World War II. 

“A Rosie was an ordinary woman doing 
extraordinary work in an extraordinary time,” says 
Carter, 94, who founded the American Rosie the 
Riveter Association (ARRA) in 1998. “We were doing 
it to get the war over (with) and get the boys home.” 

Carter worked as a B-29 aircraft factory riveter in 
Birmingham, Ala., in 1943 and 1944, and became a 
professor at Samford University in Homewood, Ala. 
She founded ARRA after she and other real-life Rosies 
shared their experiences during a “Rosie Day” event 
at the Little White House in Warm Springs, Ga., 
where President Franklin Roosevelt often vacationed. 
Carter and her late husband, John - a former Army 
paratrooper - began traveling the country to educate 


people about the Rosies’ legacy, giving 600 speeches 
in 17 states. Carter’s daughter, Nell Brown, now joins 
her for presentations. 

The war caused a seismic shift in America’s 
workforce, with an estimated 6 million women 
leaving home for jobs - and ushering in employment 
opportunities now taken for granted. More than half 
were employed by defense industries, manufacturing 
aircraft, warships and munitions; the rest filled jobs 
vacated by men or did war-related volunteer work. 
Another 350,000 women served in uniform abroad 
and at home. 

Civilian women who stepped up became indelibly 
linked to a 1940s “Rosie the Riveter” advertising 
poster to recruit female workers. Some historians say 
the bandana-clad Rosie is a composite of several 
women, including Rosa Bonavita, a New York worker 
who set a speed record building bombers and was the 
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To celebrate Rosie the Riveter Day, a group of Rosies gathered at the Bomber Restaurant last spring, including, left to right, Lorraine 
Osborne, Helen Jedele, Marge Walters, Clare Doutly, Mallie Mellon, Virginia Basler and Vivian Litchard. Photo byJunfuHan 


subject of a newspaper article; Rosalind P. Walker, a 
riveter who inspired the pop song “Rosie the Riveter”; 
Geraldine Doyle, whose photo was incorporated into 
a “We Can Do It” poster; Mary Doyle Keefe, a 
part-time riveter who was Norman Rockwell’s “Rosie” 
model; and Rose Will Monroe, who worked at the 
Willow Run Bomber Plant and starred in a Walter 
Pidgeon film promoting the sale of war bonds. 

Thanks to that movie, Monroe is the woman most 
people identify as the original Rosie, says Kevin 
Walsh, executive director of the Yankee Air Museum 
in Belleville, Mich. 

“She and an entire class of women stepped into 
American factories during World War II and began 
making precision components for the military,” he 
says. The quality of their work was “equal or superior 
to that of men. This ‘unexpected excellence’ 
shattered traditional beliefs about women handling 
power tools and operating heavy equipment.” 

Lorraine Osborne of Whittaker, Mich., was 17 when 
she joined a team of 40,000 workers at Willow Run in 
Ypsilanti, about 35 miles from Detroit. The massive 
plant had a mile-long assembly line and was the 
world’s largest factory at the time, producing one 
B-24 bomber every hour. 

“They were hiring and sent buses to parts of 
Kentucky to haul ’em up here to work,” recalls 
Osborne, 91, who moved north with her family. 

“They didn’t give you much training ... we worked 
hard. We had to wear brown or dark blue slacks. If 


you couldn’t afford them, you could get overalls for 
free. We had earplugs, but nothing for eyes, no 
protection, in the beginning.” 

Osborne suffered an injury when a small piece of 
aluminum lodged in one eye. Until it healed, she sold 
war bonds. When she attempted to sell some to a 
male co-worker, he cussed her out, saying he was 
from Germany “and making money to send back to 
Germany to buy war materials.” After Osborne 
reported the remarks to supervisors, the FBI came 
and hauled him out, she says. 

After Osborne’s eye healed, she wore glasses (“not 
safety goggles, but glasses that were like eyeglasses”) 
and returned to the riveting line. She worked two and 
a half years before meeting the man she’d marry. 

Vivian Litchard, 93, of Ypsilanti, worked in Willow 
Run’s sewing department from 1942 to 1945. She 
explained how three parts of the plane - rudder, 
elevator and ailerons - were hand-covered with 
material: “They had this big cutting machine that 
followed the pattern and cut out shapes, which went 
to sewing machines and were later put on a frame 
and fastened on with screws. It was sent to the paint 
department and sprayed with a substance that made 
it feel like a drum. We’d get some of those parts back 
from overseas with the covering gone and we had to 
replace it. Later they had soldiers come in to learn 
how to recover so they could do it (overseas).” 

Litchard also recalls the time her “handsome, 
charming boss” asked her on a date. 
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“I was 18 at the time,” she says. “My dad said, ‘Is 
he married?’ I said, ‘Of course not. Why would he ask 
me out?’ We talked a little more, and Dad told me to 
think it over. The next day I told (the boss) I couldn’t 
go out with him. Six months later, he brought his 
wife into the department.” 

Carter recalls male workers in the Birmingham 
factory playing jokes on them, and not all were 
friendly. “We broke the glass ceiling,” she says. “It 
changed me in that it broadened my outlook on life. 

I decided women could do almost anything.” 

As for Osborne, she never thought twice about 
doing what might have been seen as a man’s job. “We 
just wanted to win the war,” she says. 

Osborne went on to work at a Ford Motor Company 
generator plant for 32 years. She and her husband 
Paul, had three children; after his death 44 years ago, 
she never remarried. She has six grandchildren and 
12 great-grandchildren. 

Litchard’s husband, Lyle, served in the Army and 
became an engineer. She has a large family, too: 
three children, six grandchildren and eight great¬ 
grandchildren. After the war, she worked for a 
company that took over the bomber plant before she 
quit to devote her time to family. 

After her husband’s death in 1995, Litchard visited 
Europe with a seniors group. “Going to Normandy 
made (the war) more real to me,” she recalls. “I was 
standing on top of the cliffs looking out to the water 
and saw three soldiers walking ashore. I knew they 
weren’t there, but I saw them. I am so glad I went.” 


ARRA currently has more than 5,300 members: a 
dwindling number of Rosies (women who worked or 
volunteered between 1941 and 1945), Rosebuds 
(female descendants of a Rosie) and Rivets (male 
descendants or spouses of Rosies or Rosebuds). 

Jane Vass is one of the Yankee Air Museum’s 
original volunteers for the “Save the Bomber Plant” 
campaign, which successfully preserved a 
144,000-square-foot portion of Willow Run as a new 
home for the museum. 

“That generation tugs at my heart,” she says. “They 
are inspirational, tough, and to this day, at their ages, 
still hard-working. I believe those planes are the 
reason my family survived (the Holocaust). It’s 
important to keep their story alive.” 

Carter, Osborne and Litchard say they are amazed 
at the attention the original Rosies are receiving. Last 
year, Osborne and Litchard joined approximately 30 
other Rosies for a Talons Out Honor Flight trip to 
Washington, D.C., where they visited Arlington 
National Cemetery and posed for photos in front of 
the U.S. Capitol. 

“It was exciting and gratifying when people came 
up to us and thanked us,” Litchard says. “A few asked 
for autographs. I did have a few tears in my eyes.” 

Carter pauses when asked how she’d like the Rosies 
to be remembered, then says, “Rosies served well, 
with dignity.” II 

Audrey T. Hingley is a freelance writer living in 
Virginia. 


LEARN MORE 
ABOUT THE ROSIES 

■ American Rosie the Riveter Association Read stories of the 
original Rosies and more, k rosietheriveter.net 

■ Rosie the Riveter WWII Home Front National Park The 

Richmond, Calif., area was home to four shipyards that produced 
747 ships, more than any other complex in the country. The park 
tells the story of homefront efforts, including that of Rosie the 
Riveter. & nps.gov/rori 

■ Rosie the Riveter Trust This group supports the programs and 
resources of the Rosie the Riveter WWII Home Front National Park. 

© www.rosietheriveter.org 

■ Yankee Air Museum Started in 1981 by a group of aviation 
enthusiasts, this Belleville, Mich., museum tells the story of Willow 
Run Airport and includes several restored aircraft. 

* www.yankeeairmuseum.org 

■ Save the Bomber Plant The Rosies are the face of this 
campaign, which will preserve part of the Willow Run factory as 
the new home of the Yankee Air Museum, opening in 2018 or 2019. 

* www.savethebomberplant.org 
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Silver Dollar. Shouldn’t You? 

Secure Your New 2017 Eagle Silver Dollars Now! 


M illions of people collect the 

American Eagle Silver Dollar. In 
fact it’s been the country’s most 
popular Silver Dollar for over thirty years. 

Try as they might, that makes it a very hard 
“secret” to keep quiet. And right now, many 
of those same people are lining up to secure 
the brand new 2017 U.S. Eagle Silver Dollars 
— placing their orders now to ensure that 
they get America’s newest Silver Dollar. 

Today, you can graduate to the front of that 
line by reserving your very own 2017 
American Eagle Silver Dollars, in stunning 
Brilliant Uncirculated condition, before 
millions of others beat you to it. 
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Timing is Everything 
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for you. By calling today, you can secure some 
of the very first 2017 American Eagle Silver 
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30-Day Money-Back Guarantee 
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2017 American Eagle Silver Dollar BU 

1-4 Coins - $21.55 each + s/h 

5-9 Coins - $21.50 each + s/h 

10-19 Coins - $21.40 each + FREE SHIPPING 
20-39 Coins - $21.30 each + FREE SHIPPING 
40-99 Coins - $21.20 each + FREE SHIPPING 
100+ Coins - $20.95 each + FREE SHIPPING 

FREE SHIPPING on 7 or More! 

Limited time only. Product total over $149 before taxes (if any). 
Standard domestic shipping only. Not valid on previous purchases. 

Call today toll-free for fastest service 

1-800-514-6468 


Offer Code ESB402-10 

Please mention this code when you call 


GovMint.com ■ 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 1 75, Dept. ESB402-10 ■ Burnsville, MN 55337 

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of December 2016. 
NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues and privately 
issued and licensed collectibles, and is not affiliated with the United States government. GovMint.com is not an 
investment company and does not offer financial advice or sell items as an investment. The collectible coin market 
is speculative, and coin values may rise or fall over time. All rights reserved. © 2016 GovMint.com. 



GOVMlNT.COM' 


THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™ 

















RAPID FIRE 


BLACK HISTORY MONTH 


Guiding 
Light 


Coast Guard veteran remembers 
his three-year command at 
Thomas Point Shoal Lighthouse, 


BY PETTY OFFICER 2ND CLASS DAVID MARIN 



John White visits the Thomas Point Shoal Lighthouse , 

where he served in the 1970s. U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 2nd Class David Marin 


John White grew up in Charlotte, N.C., seeing 
signs above water fountains, one designated 
for "whites" and one for "colored." He had no 
white classmates. During those final years of 
segregation in the South, he was unsure where 
his life would lead him. 

Then White's two older brothers were 
drafted into the Army for the Vietnam War. His 
turn came in 1969, a year after graduating high 
school, when he was drafted too. He decided 
he'd enlist, and while doing some research on 
the armed forces, he felt a connection to the Coast Guard. 

"I heard about icebreaking, pollution response and the 
search-and-rescue cases," he recalls. "I said, 'Man, I think 
I would like that.'" 

He failed his first entry exam but believed the Coast Guard 
was where God wanted him. He studied a booklet he'd 
checked out from the library for another 30 days, and asked 
the recruiter to drive 100 miles from Greensboro to Charlotte 
so he could retake the test. This time, he passed. 

At basic training in Cape May, N.J., White learned to do 
what he was told, when he was told, how he was told. 

"When you first arrive, you're given a ditty bag with all 
your issued belongings," he says. "We were given four 
towels and told to stencil one with our name on the 
upper-right-hand corner and to turn it over to do the second 
side. Being young and smart, I thought that was taking the 
long way, so I decided to do all four at the same time. When 
the company commander saw what I was doing, he said, 'I'm 
going to make an example out of you.' 

"He picked up all four towels and threw them into my 
face. It didn't hurt me, but it did humiliate me ... He got 
close to my face and yelled, 'Go over and put your nose to 
that glass door.' My first thought was. This guy's prejudiced.' 
The only thing that made me feel good was that within 15 
seconds, a white guy came up on the opposite side of the 
glass door and put his nose right up against mine." 


White's first assignment was the Coast Guard 
cutter Chincoteague, where he advanced to 
boatswain's mate third class. After that, he was 
transferred to Annapolis, where he became a 
petty officer second class and was made 
officer-in-charge of the Thomas Point Shoal 
Lighthouse at Chesapeake Bay. 

"The biggest challenge was making sure the 
men in my charge were doing their assigned 
duty the week I was off," White says. "I needed 
to impress upon them how important it was to 
be lighthouse keepers and ensure the foghorn was 
operative, the beacon was working, and the light was on 
every night when it was supposed to be." 

He remembers the three-year assignment fondly. 

"I loved seeing and meeting all the mariners who passed 
by the lighthouse," he says. "They cooked meals for me and 
wrote me letters. That really made me feel I was doing 
something of importance - not only as officer-in-charge, but 
also as a friend of the people in the bay itself." 

Near the end of his tour. White asked for an extension so 
he could be part of the lighthouse's centennial. "You can't 
imagine how it made me feel to be officer-in-charge of the 
lighthouse as it turned 100 years old in 1976, and how proud 
I was to have that position as an Afro-American," he says. 

In 2015, White and his wife visited Coast Guard Station 
Annapolis and were offered a trip out to the lighthouse. He 
reminisced about the feeling of the wind and sun on his face 
where he'd once fished, and how he'd hung curtains so it 
would feel more like home. Most of all, he recalled his 
gratitude of having held such an important position. 

Gathering members of his Coast Guard escort around 
him, White began to sing: "Lord, I just want to thank you ... 

I want to thank you for being so good to me." 

Petty Officer 2nd Class David Marin has been a public affairs 
specialist with the Coast Guard for 10 years. 
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"To you, it's the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it's the best sleep chair I've ever had." 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 



We've all had nights when we just can't lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it's from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches - it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we'd give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 
off to dreamland. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It's a chair, true - the finest of lift chairs - but this 
chair is so much more! It's designed to provide total 
comfort and relaxation not found in other chairs. It 
can't be beat for comfortable, long-term sitting, TV 
viewing, relaxed reclining and - yes! - peaceful sleep. 

Our chair's recline technology 
allows you to pause the chair in 
an infinite number of positions, 
including the Trendelenburg 
position and the zero gravity 
position where your body 
experiences a minimum of 
internal and external stresses. 
You'll love the other benefits, 
too: It helps with correct spinal 
alignment, promotes back 
pressure relief, and encourages 
This lift cFair puts you better posture to prevent 
safely on your feet! back and muscle pain. 



And there's more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings along with the dozens of 
massage settings, can provide a soothing relaxation 
you might get at a spa - just imagine getting all that 
in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in case of a 
power outage. Shipping charge includes white glove 
delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! Includes one year service warranty 
and your choice of fabrics and colors - Call now! 

The Perfect Sleep Chair® 

Call now toll free for our lowest price. 

Please mention code 105266 when ordering. 
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A transitional facility for 
homeless veterans, Liberty House 
has 10 resident beds as well as 
a food pantry and clothing 

program. Photo courtesy Liberty House 


VETERANS SUPPORT 


‘WE’RE HERE TO TAKE CARE OF THEM’ 


For more than a decade, Liberty House in Manchester, 
N.H., has offered help and hope to homeless veterans - 
thanks, in large part, to a family whose soldier son perished 
in one of World War M's worst tragedies at sea. 

When the U.S. troop transport Dorchester sank in the 
North Atlantic in the early hours of Feb. 3,1943, following a 
German U-boat's torpedo attack, four Army chaplains gave 
up their lifejackets to help save as many men as they could. 
Of the 902 men aboard, 672 died. 

One of them was Pvt. Harold Paczosa, who lived in 
Manchester. To honor his memory, Paczosa's sister, Annette, 
specified that their family house was to be used as a home 
for veterans - and that a memorial stone bearing her 
brother's name be maintained on the premises. 

The idea of opening a housing community for struggling 
veterans came from Don Duhamel, a retired Air Force 
sergeant. He was troubled by veterans homelessness in his 
community, and with the support of local veterans 
organizations. Liberty House opened its doors in 2004. Since 
then, nearly 300 veterans have gone through its program. 

Bill Zarakotas, Liberty House's director of community 
relations and adjutant of American Legion Post 112 in Epsom, 
N.H., says the facility is open to any homeless veteran who 
served honorably, regardless of where they're from. 


He estimates there may be as many as 250 veterans in the 
greater Manchester area who are either homeless or have a 
place to stay but lack the financial resources to buy food, 
clothing and other necessities. For those seeking help, 
Liberty House plots a transition tailored to their needs. 

"The first thing we do is address any health issues, 
physical or psychological," Zarakotas says. "We have a lot of 
veterans who come to us with combat-related PTSD or other 
issues. We try to get that stabilized, and then we start 
looking for an income for them, whether that's employment, 
if they're able, or some type of benefits from VA or Social 
Security. Once we secure income for them, then we start 
looking for affordable housing for them. So there's a plan." 

Liberty House's financial support comes entirely from 
private donations and foundation grants. In addition, the 
Legion and other veterans groups donate food, clothing, 
toiletries and, when needed, maintenance. 

"This is a brotherhood, as far as I'm concerned," says 
Zarakotas, who served in the Coast Guard from 1962 to 1968. 
"When veterans come here homeless and need help, we 
welcome them home. We're here to take care of them." 

- Matt Grills 

© libertyhousenh.org 


HONOR 

Searching for heroes 

Senior military officials are reviewing the cases of hundreds of veterans 
to determine if heroic and valorous efforts in Iraq, Afghanistan and other 
fronts in the war on terrorism have been overlooked. The Washington Post 
reports. The process "could lead to numerous cases in which veterans of 
the Iraq and Afghanistan wars are retroactively awarded the Medal of 
Honor... or service cross medals," according to the paper. 

Historian Doug Sterner, a Vietnam War veteran, described the review as 
unprecedented and said, "I'm optimistic that we'll see some positive things 
out of the Army, and it looks like we may have a couple out of the Air 
Force." Then-Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel called for the review in 2014. 


BY THE NUMBERS 

1,375 

Number of fighter pilots the Air 
Force plans to add to its ranks per 
year - roughly 20 percent, according 
to Military.com. In addition, the Air 
Force will increase the number of 
drone pilots by training enlisted 
airmen to fly spy drones such as the 
RQ-4 Global Hawk. 
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RAPID FIRE 


BY THE NUMBERS 

44 

Afghan troops in the United States for military training who 
have gone AWOL, Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty reports. 
A U.S. official calls it "out of the ordinary" 



HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 


2,200 

Afghan troops who have received military training in the 
United States since 2007 as part of a $60 billion train-and- 
equip program 


DEFENSE 

Buildup in Europe 

The Defense Department recently completed the 
shipment of more than 620 containers full of ammunition to 
the port of Nordenham, Germany - "the largest single 
shipment of ammunition for Army and Air Force units in 
Europe in more than two decades," according to Military, 
com. The shipment is part of NATO's ongoing reassurance 
initiative aimed toward allies in Eastern Europe. 

"This is about deterrence," said Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges, 
commander of U.S. Army Europe. "We could have 1,000 tanks 
over here, but if we didn't have the ammunition for them 
they would not have any deterrent effect." 

"The ammo shipment arrived just before the U.S. Army's 
3rd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, 
stationed at Fort Carson, Colo., is scheduled to arrive in 
Europe," Military.com reports. The brigade, which includes 
4,000 soldiers, will deploy elements to Poland, the Baltics, 
Bulgaria and other allied nations in Eastern Europe. 



‘A little boy with 
a big heart’ for vets 

In 2013, Alan Landers - just 6 years old - promised 
Korean War veteran Earle Sebring that he'd send him on 
an Honor Flight "because he deserved it." Last fall, the 
boy made good on his promise. 

Thanks to Landers' fundraising efforts, Sebring 
boarded a plane Nov. 1 at St. Pete-Clearwater 
International Airport bound for Washington, D.C., to see 
the Korean War Veterans Memorial. 

In four years, Landers has sent more than 100 veterans 
to the nation's capital to visit memorials honoring their 
service and sacrifice. Now 10 years old, he's raised more 
than $40,000 for Honor Flight of West Central Florida 
through donations and his Superhero Fun Run. 

Veterans are "the real heroes," said Landers, a member 
of Sons of The American Legion Squadron 275 in 
Dunedin, Fla. Sending them on an Honor Flight is his 
special way of saying thanks. 

Landers' idea to combine his love for veterans and 
superheroes originated in first grade, with an assignment 
to do a community service project. His goal was to raise 
$400 to send one veteran on an Honor Flight; he ended 
up collecting more than $3,000. 

The Superhero Fun Run is now a biannual event in 
Pinellas Park; participants wear superhero apparel. 
Landers also took his interest in bowling and created 
another Honor Flight fundraiser last September, with 
members of Post, Unit and Squadron 275 helping out. 

His mother, Linda, served as Sebring's guardian in 
Washington, but upon return Landers took over, walking 
the veteran through a crowd of cheering people. At each 
Honor Flight of West Central Florida event, Landers is at 
the airport to personally welcome veterans home. 

"I really enjoy seeing them happy," he says. "(They) 
deserve the happiness the memorials bring them." 

He plans to continue raising funds for Honor Flight. 

"He doesn't have an end goal," Linda says. "He just 
wants to keep raising money for the veterans. He is truly 
my little man with a big heart." 

- Came ran Richardson 


VERBATIM 

Make no mistake about it, we can now and we will... retain the capability 
to rapidly deploy, and we will destroy any enemy anywhere, any time. 

Army Chief of Staff Gen. MarkMilley, speaking to an audience at the Association of the United States Army's 
annual meeting in Washington last fall. He acknowledged the Army's readiness challenges, but warned 
potential foes that "we will beat you harder than you have been beaten before." source:Miiitary.com 
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, “ZIPPO”, Zj[D [DO, and W are 

registered trademarks in the United States and in 
many countries. The listed Trademarks are used in the 
United States under license of ZippMark, Inc. All Zippo 
lighter decorations are protected by copyright. Zippo 
Manufacturing Company. All Rights Reserved. 2017 


Limited Edition First! 


Lighters are officially licensed, lifetime 
guaranteed by Zippo® Manufacturing 
Company and made in the USA 


Display shown 
much smaller than 
actual size of 
11” H x 6%” W. 


BRADPOKD.PA. MAPt M U.SA 


Distinctive bottom stamp authenticates each lighter 
as a genuine Zippo® windproof lighter 


• Authentic Zippo® chrome windproof 
lighters emblazoned with Dan Smith's 
dynamic eagle and landscape imagery 

• Custom-designed, hand-painted sculptural 
display—an $80 value—crowns the collection 
with a symbol of nature's majesty 

• Each lighter arrives in a Zippo-branded 
individual gift box 

A Collectors First in Limited 
Editions — Order Now! 

Only 8,000 complete collections will ever be 
available—so act now to acquire each of the nine 
editions (eight lighters and display) at the $39.99* 
issue price, payable in two installments of $19.99 
each. Order now, and you’ll receive one edition 
about every other month, backed by our 365-day 
money-back guarantee. Cancel at any time by 
notifying us. Send no money now; just mail the 
attached coupon today! 

www.bradfordexchange.com/904463 



Lighters ship unfilled; lighter fluid not included. 

©2017 Dan Smith ©2017 BGE 
01-24111-001-BD17 


PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY SEND NO MONEY NOW 

_ THE _ 

BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

^COLLECTIBLES^ 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

YES. Please accept my order for the Soaring Spirits Light 
the Way Zippo® Lighter Collection. I need send no money now. 
I will be billed with shipment. Limit: one per order. 


Mrs. Mr. Ms. _ 

Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 


City 

State_Zip 

Email (optional) 

904463-E94991 

‘Plus $8.99 shipping and service per edition. Limited-edition presentations restricted to 
8,000 complete collections. Please allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for shipment. Sales 
subject to product availability and order acceptance. Display ships after Edition Two. 



































PREPARED FOR ANY CHALLENGE 

I took basic combat training from April 
26 to June 20,1974, at the worst place a 
recruit could be sent at that time: Fort 
Polk, La. I was assigned to E-1-2 on main 
post. At 17 years and 3 months of age, 

I was the second-youngest recruit in a 
company of more than 180. 

I remember the bullying drill 
instructors did at that time, which was 
digging holes 6 feet wide and 6 feet 
deep, and the challenges to meet them 
"behind the building" - a World War II 
barracks. You would find three to four 
drill sergeants waiting for you, and you were made to 
crawl through crabgrass that would cut your skin and 
stick to your clothing. The overweight guys were starved 
and us skinny guys were made to eat more. We rushed at 
each meal to eat in fewer than eight minutes from the 
time we got our trays. If you messed up while marching, 
you held your weapon high and ran circles around the 
platoon or the entire formation. I was dropped for more 
pushups than I can count. 

What I remember most are these men who changed 
my life, gave me discipline, made me strong and turned 
me into a soldier prepared for any challenge the Army 
could throw at me as I rose through the ranks, becoming 
a drill instructor at Fort Jackson, S.C., from 1983 to 1986. 

I trained recruits who were as scared as I was when I first 
entered the Army. 

- Darrell C. Young, Fate, Texas 




BASIC TRAINING 

MEMORIES 


In this ongoing series, readers look back on the good, bad 
and humorous experiences of their initiations into the military. 
The American Legion Magazine is publishing selected 
submissions in print and online. Go to www.legiontown.org 
and click on "Share Your Story," or mail your submission to Basic 
Training Memories, c/o The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Photos are welcome. 


BASIC TRAINING AS NEWLYWEDS 

On Sept. 18,1974, just over two weeks after getting married, 
we raised our right hands in Portland, Ore., and enlisted in the 
Air Force. A few hours later, we kissed as we got off the bus at 
Lackland Air Force Base in Texas for basic training. 

We caught sight of the other a time or two, but it was the U.S. 
Post Office that brought our training flights together. I wrote 
several letters to her at two or three different flights. Once we 
made contact, we started setting meetings at different 
locations and had our respective flights following along. 

I just sent Christmas greetings to another couple who met 
and married in the Air Force, and became our best friends 
during our civilian years. They invited us to dinner during our 
Christmas Eve deployment to Osan Air Base, South Korea, in 
1978, at the 721 Joint Spouse Dorm. We look fondly back on 
basic training, which was in so many ways the foundation of our 
marriage and life together. 

- Chuck and Kristy Utgard, Overton, Nev. 

LESSON IN LEADERSHIP 

I was a brand-new Marine second lieutenant on the first day 
of The Basic School (TBS) in 1973. Our company commander 
announced that we were to make an "acclimatization" hike, and 
fall into formation with all the gear we had just been issued. I 
was picked to be the acting company commander. 

As a recent graduate of the Naval Academy, I got the 
company moving in the right direction without much trouble. 
However, after about a half-hour of leisurely walking a path in 
the Quantico woods, we came under simulated fire. All hell 
broke loose in "my" company. New lieutenants ran amok and 
fired their M-16s randomly. I stood there dumbfounded. 

After about a minute (although it seemed like an hour), the 
company commander looked at me calmly. "Do something, 
lieutenant," he said. 

To this day, I have no idea what I did or if it was the right 
action. I do know that I learned that action beats inaction every 
time. 

- Jerry Hogan, Warsaw, Ind. 
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_ AD VERTIS EMENT 

COPD Treatment Takes Center Stage 


T he world will never forget the 
momentous day when four 
young men from Liverpool, En¬ 
gland, walked onto the stage of the 
Ed Sullivan show in 1964. The Fab 
Four strolled onstage, squinting in 
the glare of the lights and smiling at 
the squealing fans, and that grainy 
black and white image became the 
music history icon of the “British 
Invasion.” 

Stem cell research appeared on 
the world stage with much less fan¬ 
fare. There were no screaming fans 
or standing ovations when doctors 
conducted the first stem cell treat¬ 
ment in the form of a bone marrow 
transplant in 1956. The painstaking 
hours scientists spent researching 
and studying cells in laboratories 
across the world passed unremarked 
upon in the pages of Life Magazine. 
Even in 2012, when John B. Gurdon 
and Shinya Yamanaka won a Nobel 
Prize for their discovery that “ma¬ 
ture cells can be reprogrammed to 
become pluripotent,” enthusiasm 
was limited mostly to the medical 
community. 

The advent of stem cell research 
may seem inconsequential in com¬ 
parison to the rise of the Beatles or 
Elvis Presley, but its impact on the 
medical industry is nothing less than 
revolutionary. Although the ethi¬ 
cal implications of using embryonic 
stem cells have a high-profile and 
controversial history, knowledge of 
adult stem cells—cells present inside 
the body of every adult, remains rel¬ 
atively obscure. Adult stem cells live 
in the blood, fat and bone marrow, 
and can be extracted and reintro¬ 
duced into different parts of the body, 
as needed. Stem cells re-specialize to 
mimic whatever type of cell they are 
near. For example, when bone mar¬ 
row stem cells are extracted, isolat¬ 
ed and reintroduced to the lungs of 


the patient with a progressive lung 
disease, the stem cells have the po¬ 
tential to morph into lung cells. The 
hope is that the new cells will be 
disease-free and will promote heal¬ 
ing and increasing lung function. For 
someone suffering from a debilitat¬ 
ing disease, such stem cell therapy 
could mean the difference between 
struggling for air and singing “Twist 
and Shout" in the shower. 

Physicians at the Lung Institute 
flunginstitute.coni) have been per¬ 
forming such procedures since 2013, 
increasing the quality of life for over 
83 percent of the patient’s they’ve 
treated as reported by the patients 
themselves. During a stem celi ther¬ 
apy procedure, cells are extract¬ 
ed from the patient’s blood or bone 
marrow tissue. The cells are then 
isolated and returned intravenously. 
This outpatient procedure is com¬ 
pleted over three days and is consid¬ 
ered minimally invasive. According 
to the Lung Institute’s Senior Medi¬ 
cal Director, Jack Coleman, Jr., M.D., 
“stem cells are important because 
they offer a different approach. In¬ 
stead of treating symptoms simply 
to make the patient more comfort¬ 
able, stem cell therapy targets the 
disease and may promote healing, 
challenging conventional medicine’s 
fatalistic mindset that there’s noth¬ 
ing more we can do.” 

It’s difficult to imagine a medi¬ 
cal breakthrough stealing the show 
from the latest trending celebrity. 
However, real people have sought 
these innovative treatments, and are 
already seeing these advancements 
make a difference in their lives. 
They may not be screaming like the 
crazed Beatles fans of the sixties, 
but the alternative treatment fan 
base grows every day among people 
who are breathing easier thanks to 
stem cell therapy. ■ 



The Beatles changed the world of 
music; stem cells are changing 
the world of medicine. 


Stem Cells: 

The Next Big Thing 

Lung disease accounts for the loss 
of 150,000 lives every year and is 
the third leading cause of death in 
the United States. 

Specialists using stem cells from 
the patient’s own body can offer 
treatment for people suffering from 
lung diseases like: 

■ COPD 

■ Pulmonary Fibrosis 

■ Emphysema 

■ Interstitial Lung Disease 

■ Chronic Bronchitis 

With clinics located in Dallas, Texas; 
Scottsdale, Arizona; Nashville, Ten¬ 
nessee; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 
and Tampa, Florida, the physicians 
at the Lung Institute are able to treat 
patients from anywhere in the Unit¬ 
ed States and around the world. 

If you or a loved one suffers from 
a chronic lung disease, contact the 
Lung Institute to find out if stem 
celt treatments are right for you. 

Call (888) 246-2941 to 
find out if you qualify or visit 
Lunglnstitute.com/legion 


All claims made regarding the efficacy of Lung Institute’s treatments as they pertain to pulmonary conditions are based solely on 
anecdotal support collected by Lung Institute. Individual conditions, treatment and outcomes may vary and are not necessarily 
indicative of future results. The treatments, claims, and other information contained in this advertisement have not been evaluated 
or approved by the FDA, individuals are encouraged to speak with his or her primary physician for treatment suggestions and con¬ 
clusive evidence. All information in this advertisement should be used for educational and informational use only. 









RAPID FIRE 


CAREERS 

Ramp up 
your job 
search in 
new year 

Good news: the U.S. 
unemployment rate has 
been steadily dropping, 
and closed November at just 4.6 percent. As in 
recent years, the fastest-growing occupations 
are in technology, health care, and professional 
and business services. 

To ensure that you're well-prepared to take 
advantage of new opportunities, here are five 
critical steps to take immediately: 

■ Update your resume. Read your resume 
closely, with a focus on your current or most 
recent job, and see what new material you can 
add. Think about all you accomplished in 2016 
- new skills, projects, awards, and so on - and 
showcase that material. Be sure to also update 
your summary if there's new and valuable 
information to add. 

■ Write new job search letters. It's time to 
refresh your messages in your cover letters, 
e-notes, networking letters, recruiter letters 
and all other job search correspondence. See 
what you can do to strengthen the impact of 
your letters to attract prospective employers to 
you. 

■ Help recruiters find you. Linkedln has 
added a great new feature where you can 
indicate your interest in opportunities from 
recruiters. Just click on the Jobs tab (main 
menu), click on the Preferences tab, and turn on 
the "Let Recruiters Know You're Open" button. 

■ Strengthen your Linkedln profile. Update 
and enhance your profile content, and add 
video clips, PDF files, graphics and other 
multimedia materials. These additions make 
your profile come to life with actual 
demonstrations of what you can do and how 
well. 

■ Expand your network. Who are the new 

people you've met, worked with, worked for 
and/or interacted with over the past year? Be 
sure to add them to your networking database 
and reach out to them with your updated 
resume, letter and link to your Linkedln profile. 
Your goal is to get to know who they know who 
might be interested in a candidate with your 
qualifications. 

Wendy Enelow is co-author of "Modernize Your 
Resume: Get Noticed... Get Hired" and "Expert 
Resumes for Military-to-Civilian Transitions." 




Photo courtesy Glenn McFarlain 


CENTENNIAL 

Post 19, Jennings, La. 

The Centennial Celebration page of James O. Hall Post 19 in 
Jennings, La., features an oral history of the Jennings American 
Legion Hospital, the only hospital in the country known to be owned 
and operated by an American Legion post. The 49-bed nonprofit 
acute-care hospital was born in 1952; pictured is Allen Medus Jr., a 
70-year Legionnaire and recently retired 64-year member of 
Jennings' board of directors. 


Share your post's legacy 

Upload stories, photos and videos of your post's history 
on the Legion's Centennial Celebration website. 

© www.legion.org/centennial 


EDUCATION 


VA and work-study 


MY Gl BILL 

n 

L kl 

VETERANS & EDUCATION 

BY VALERIE HEFFNER 


Q: lam currently receiving my Post-9/11 Gl Bill 
benefits as a full-time student at a barber college. 

I have been looking for a part-time job while 
attending school. I recently heard about the VA 
Work-Study program. Do I qualify to participate in 
this program? 

A: The VA Work-Study Allowance program is 
available to persons training on a full-time or 
three-quarters-time basis. You will earn an 
hourly wage equal to the federal or state minimum wage, whichever 
is greater. However, the services you may perform under a VA 
work-study program must be related to VA work, including: 

■ Preparation and processing of necessary papers or other 
documents at educational institutions. 

■ Any activity at a VA facility. 

■ DoD or state veterans agency related to providing assistance to 
veterans in obtaining any benefit under Title 38, U.S. Code. 

■ Any veterans-related position in an institution of higher learning. 
To obtain information concerning the work-study program, 

contact your school or VA. 

Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member of American 
Legion Post27in Arizona, askvalerie@legion.org 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


AGING IS NATURAL . 
GIVING UP ON YOUR 
VIRILITY ISN'T! 

BRING BACK THE BEST YEARS OF YOUR LIFE 
... HERE'S HOW ONE MAN DID IT! 


Although this would otherwise be an embarrassing subject - I feel strongly about 
sharing my recent experience with others my age. Simply put, I'm 57 years old 
and even though I'm in good health overall my body just doesn’t respond like it 
used to Intimacy and virility have become an issue. 

Recently, I found myself struggling to “perform." I began losing my confidence and 
with it, my sense of “male prowess", I was feeling a great deal of pressure and 
embarrassment, my wife was beginning to think it was something she did or didn’t 
do - it wasn't, 

1 wasn't comfortable discussing my situation with anyone - not even my doctor - 
so in a desperate attempt to find some help, I privately did some research on the web. 

First, I found that many HEALTHY men experience a decrease in virility with age. 
I wasn’t alone! Good blood circulation is the key to maintaining virility, and there 
are a number of factors that can weaken it, 

r Armed with this new information, I began to search through the many "male 
enhancement” products on the net I found a pill and patch for everything and 
anything, but one product stood out among them - PROZEMAX is completely 
different — not a pill or a patch, this surprisingly effective topical formula is delivered 
directly to the “source"-where I needed it most. Best of all, PROZEMAX is recommended 
by a Leading Physican, and you don’t need a prescription, I don’t need to swallow 
_ a pill, prescription or not, or wear some kind of patch on my shoulder? 

After trying PROZEMAX just once, I could actually feel it working immediately, it 
felt incredible! I LITERALLY STARTED FEELING IT IN UNDER 60 SECONDS! 
What a difference! I couldn't believe it - virility like I haven't felt in years! My 
driver’s license says Pm 57, but thanks to PROZEMAX, my wife says I’m 18 
again! It feels great! I now know it’s normal to experience some problems with 
virility at my age, but PROZEMAX let me deal with it naturally. No pills - no 
patches - and even better - no embarrassing appointment with the doctor. 

Try PROZEMAX. You'll feel it working immediately, and get back to living your life! 

Jim S, 

Miami, FL 


P S. Pm pretty sure you can still get a FREE MONTH SUPPLY of PROZEMAX 
with your order by calling 1-800-822-2507 or by visiting their website 
www.TRYPROZEM AXNOW, com. Oh, and even better, this product is backed by 
a 30-Day Money Back Guarantee! so can while supplies last - you (and your 
partner) will be glad you did! 


FREE MONTH SUPPLY! 

CALL 1-800-822-2507 



« MY DRIVER’S LICENSE 
SAYS I’M 57, BUT MY WIFE 
SAYS I’M 18 AGAIN! 99 



IN Tiff tjfy 

PATENTED 

FORMULA 


RECOMMENDED BY A LEADING P H YSICIAN 
66 Reviewing the scientific data, I've found 
PROZEMAXs unique topical formula and 
usage plan can truly generate a healthy 
impact on male arousal & performance. 99 


I mi iv id mil result* may vary, These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. The information featured above has been compiled 
from actual letters we’ve received from a few of our many satisfied customers. P01LAMLE0217 
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WHITE HOUSE 

‘Mogul’ in the Oval 

President-elect Donald Trump's 
Secret Service codename is, aptly, 
"Mogul." As the Chicago Tribune 
reports, these codenames have been 
assigned since the days of President 
Harry Truman and are handed out by 
the White House Communications 
Agency, which concedes that the 
names are chosen by "sheer whim." 


PRESIDENT 

Trump 

Obama 

Bush (43) 

Clinton 

Bush (41) 

Reagan 

Carter 

Ford 

Nixon 

Johnson 

Kennedy 

Eisenhower 

Truman 


CODENAME 

Mogul 

Renegade 

Trailblazer 

Eagle 

Timberwolf 

Rawhide 

Deacon 

Passkey 

Searchlight 

Volunteer 

Lancer 

Providence 

General 


Sources: CMIkP/Chicago Tribune 


Never Lose 
Electricity Again! 




generac 


Own the #1 Brand in 
Home Standby Power. 

7 out of 10 buyers choose Generac Home 
Standby Generators to automatically 
provide electricity to their homes during 
power outages. GENERAC Home Standby 
Generators start at just $1,899.* 

CALL for FREE Generator Guide, 
DVD, and Limited Time — 


$695 BONUS OFFER! 


GENERAC 


J? e l e l 877-200-6182 

FreeGeneratorGuide.com 

*Price does not include installation. 94683X © 2017 




Rich Ingold, adjutant of Victor-Cripple Creek Post 171 in Colorado, says the entire 
community is rallying to refurbish the home of Iraq veteran and Legionnaire Andrew 
Smith, left, and his 7-year-old son Laren, who has muscular dystrophy. Photo by Clay Lomneth 


LEGIONNAIRES IN ACTION 

Veterans with hearts of gold 

At an elevation of 9,494 feet and with a population of 1,189, the rugged 
Colorado town of Cripple Creek is hard-core. Miners log 12-hour shifts gathering 
and processing gold. Winters are long and tough. A half-dozen casinos illuminate 
the dark, nearly empty downtown streets on a weeknight. 

Like their town, members of Victor-Cripple Creek American Legion Post 171 
have rough exteriors. But inside, they have hearts of gold. Recently they've been 
working to refurbish the dilapidated home of Marine Corps veteran and post 
member Andrew Smith and his son Laren, 7, who has muscular dystrophy. 

"I knew of Andrew's plight and the situation he was facing here," says post 
member and project leader Curt Sorenson, who lives across the road from Smith. 
"He is just a really good guy, and I wanted to help him." 

Smith is a single father with sole custody of Laren. "He literally brought his 
daddy back from combat in a matter of six years," says Smith, who served as a 
machine gunner in Iraq and has a 100-percent disability rating. 

When Sorenson and his wife returned to their summer home in Cripple Creek, 
they saw no sign of Smith, and his house was closed up. "We found out what the 
story was," he says. "The home was uninhabitable." 

Smith and his son had battled bronchitis for six months before the black mold 
was discovered. "We were getting sicker and sicker," he recalls. "So we started 
pulling all the mold out, and it turned into major reconstruction." 

When Smith and Laren were forced to move to Oklahoma to stay with family, 
Sorenson proposed refurbishing their home as a community project, and Post 171 
gave unanimous approval. Members are building a wheelchair ramp for Laren, 
and next they'll find electrical and plumbing contractors. 

"When the guys are working, who knows who is going to show up," Sorenson 
says of the post. "People dive in and help. If they don't pitch in with physical 
labor, they pitch in with money. We have a nice little war chest, not enough to do 
the job. But I am convinced that we will get enough to finish the job." 

Adjutant Rich Ingold says the post has "never done anything this large, though 
we do various community service projects." He also credits Cripple Creek 
residents and businesses for contributing to the effort. The plan is to get the 
Smiths back in their home this summer. 

"There were points when my hope and faith got pretty thin," Smith says. "I was 
willing to put the home up for sale so I didn't have to make payments on it. It 
wasn't long after that The American Legion in Cripple Creek wanted to get 
involved and said, 'We'd be honored if you let us.'" 

To learn more about the project, contact Ingold at alpost171adj@gmail.com 
or (719) 761-5606. Tax-deductible donations may be sent to American Legion 
Post 171, P.O. Box 604, Cripple Creek, CO 80813. 

- Henry Howard 


Watch a video online: (£$ www.legion.org/legiontv 


















ADVERTISEMENT 


STABBING FOOT PAIN? 


Are you suffering from burning, 
tingling, numbing or stabbing pain 
in your feet or legs? Over 20 mil¬ 
lion Americans live with these ag¬ 
gravating symptoms and put up with 
the pain because they are not aware 
of this topical treatment available 
without a prescription. 

MagniLife® Pain Relieving Foot 
Cream contains eucalyptus oil and 
yellow jasmine, known to relieve tin¬ 
gling and burning pain, while mois¬ 
turizers restore cracked, damaged, 
and itchy skin to help keep bacteria 
out. “It s the ONLYproduct that helps 


relieve the burning, and tingling feel¬ 
ing in my feet! ” - Mable NY. 

MagniLife® Pain Relieving Foot 
Cream is sold at Walgreens, CVS/ 
pharmacy, Rite Aid Pharmacy 
and Walmart, located in the foot 
care and diabetes sections. Order 
risk free for $19.99 ($5.95 S&H) for 
a 4 oz jar. Get a FREE jar when you 
order two for $39.98 ($9.95 S&H). 
Send payment to: MagniLife PC- 
AL, PO Box 6789, McKinney, TX 
75071, or call 1 - 800 - 670 - 1556 . Sat¬ 
isfaction guaranteed. Order now at 
www.PRFootCream.com 


DIABETIC DRY SKIN? 


Is dry, scaly skin making you un¬ 
comfortable? Is lack of moisture 
causing itchiness? Are cracked heels 
causing pain and risk of infection? 
Are you looking for the best mois¬ 
turizer to keep skin healthy, hydrat¬ 
ed and free from cracks and fissures? 

MagniLife® Diabetics’ Dry Skin 
Relief is carefully formulated for 
people with diabetes and helps keep 
skin soft with deeply penetrating 
moisturizers. No petroleum or min¬ 
eral oils mean no greasy residue left 
behind where germs can live and 


spread. Unscented formula smooths 
dry, scaly skin and cracked heels 
without irritation. 

MagniLife® Diabetics’ Dry Skin 
Relief is sold at Walgreens and 
Walmart, in the diabetic section. Or¬ 
der risk free for $19.99 ($5.95 S&H) 
for a 4 oz jar. Get a FREE jar when 
you order two for $39.98 ($9.95 
S&H). Send payment to: MagniLife 
DC-AL, PO Box 6789, McKinney, 
TX 75071, or call 1 - 800 - 670 - 1556 . 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Order now 
at www.DiabeticSkinReiief.com 


LIVER SPOTS? 


Are unsightly brown spots on your 
face and body making you uncom¬ 
fortable? Liver spots, also known as 
age spots, affect the cosmetic sur¬ 
face of the skin and can add years to 
your appearance. Millions of people 
live with the dark spots and try to 
cover them with makeup, or bleach 
them with harsh chemicals because 
they are not aware of this new top¬ 
ical treatment that gently and effec¬ 
tively lightens the shade of the skin. 

MagniLife® Age Spot Cream uses 
botanicals, such as licorice root ex¬ 
tract to naturally fade age spots, 


freckles, and age-associated dis¬ 
colorations. Emollients soften and 
smooth skin while protecting against 
harmful external factors. “It is fad¬ 
ing my liver spots. This product ac¬ 
tually works!!! . ” - Patricia C., NJ. 

MagniLife® Age Spot Cream can 
be ordered risk free for $19.99 ($5.95 
S&H) for a 2 oz jar. Get a FREE jar 
when you order two for $39.98 ($9.95 
S&H). Send payment to: MagniLife 
AC-AL, PO Box 6789, McKinney, 
TX 75071, or call 1 - 800 - 670 - 1556 . 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Order now 
at www.AgeSpotSoiution.com 


These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.These products 
are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. 



Just $2.95 shipping 
and guaranteed delivery. 


Tet Offensive 
History Coin 

Yours FREE 

N ow get this uncirculated U.S. 

Half-Dollar enhanced by Mystic 
to commemorate important Vietnam 
War history - the Tet Offensive. 
It’s yours FREE - just pay $2.95 for 
shipping and guaranteed delivery. 


A Mystic Exclusive You Won’t 
Find Anywhere Else 

This Half-Dollar coin pictures 
U.S. Army soldiers in combat during 
the opening days of the massive 
Tet Offensive. The image has been 
permanently bonded to the coin, so it’ll 
be a prized part of your collection for 
years to come. This is your chance to 
get a high-quality commemorative of 
this critical part of the war. 

Take advantage of this special 
offer and own this exclusive Tet 
Offensive history coin FREE - 
just send $2.95 for shipping and 
guaranteed delivery. 

Send today and you’ll also receive 
special collector’s information and 
other interesting coins on approval. 


Tet Offensive History Coin 

0" Yes! Send me the Tet Offensive history coin. 
Enclosed is $2.95 for shipping and guaranteed 
delivery. Satisfaction guaranteed. Limit five coins. 

Quick order at MysticAd.com/TNl 10 

Name_ 


Address_ 

City/State/Zip_ 

□ Check or money order 

□ Visa □ MasterCard 


NY State residents add sales tax. 

Exp. Date / 


Please send payment to: Mystic Stamp Company 
Dept. TN110, 9700 Mill St., Camden, NY 13316-9111 



























RAPID FIRE 


PERSONAL FINANCE 


USAA® 


Charitable giving and your taxes 



It's tax season, typically prime time 
for articles on IRAs, IRS rules or 
tax-reduction strategies. 

Instead, I'm going to write about 
something a bit more personal: 
donating to charity. Most of us enjoy 
supporting nonprofit or charitable 
organizations just to help others. But 
there are valuable tax considerations 
of charitable giving to remember. 

This isn't a comprehensive list, and when it comes to taxes 
you should always talk to your tax adviser. Each offers some 
key advantages and potential drawbacks but can help you 
put your money where your heart is. 

■ Direct cash gifts Writing a check is probably the easiest 
way to give. When you write a check to what the IRS 
considers a qualified organization, the tax benefits are 
immediate. However, easier isn't always better. One twist on 
this approach is to gift appreciated assets such as stocks, 
mutual funds or other investments. By giving those directly 
to the charitable organization, you avoid capital gains on 
their sale and reap the tax benefits of the charitable gift. It's a 
double win of sorts. Cash gifts are generally deductible up to 
50 percent of adjusted gross income, while contributions of 
capital gain property are typically limited to 30 percent. 

■ Your will You can make a charitable bequest of money, a 
specific property or even what's left over after the rest of 
your estate is settled. This type of charitable gift may qualify 
the estate for special tax benefits. However, be warned: it will 
be part of the probate process, so it might take some time 
and will definitely be public, if privacy is a priority. 


■ Beneficiary designation Over the years, I've worked with 
several folks who have named charitable organizations as 
beneficiaries on their insurance policies, individual 
retirement accounts (IRA) or 401(k)s. This is a quick and easy 
way to make a gift when you're gone. Since the charity 
would not have to pay income tax on the gift, it could be a 
huge benefit. If a loved one receives that IRA as a beneficiary, 
it comes with a huge tax bill. But charities do not have to pay 
income tax if they receive donated assets such as an IRA or 
401(k). That makes your donation go further. Of course, 
beneficiary designations supersede what's in your will, so 
this approach needs to fit into your overall plan. 

■ Donor Advised Fund (DAF) A DAF is a charitable vehicle 
that lets you make a gift of cash, appreciated assets or other 
property. You are eligible for a tax deduction in the same 
year you make the gift. But in the fund, your gift can be 
invested and grow tax-free. Now or later, you can decide 
what charitable organizations can benefit from the money. 
We made the USAA Giving Fund available last year to give 
members this option - one that's simple, private and flexible. 

If you're searching for more in-depth reading on this topic, 
IRS Publication 526 is a good place to start. 

J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, The 
American Legion's preferred provider of financial services. 
Submit questions for him online. 

© www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 


Consider making American Legion Charities part of your 
giving plan. Visit www.legion.org/donate to learn about 
programs and ways to help. 



GIVING 

Legion now featured on AmazonSmile 


Shoppers wishing to support American Legion 
programs can do so when shopping online at Amazon. 

AmazonSmile, the e-commerce company's charitable 
platform, now includes American Legion Charities Inc. 

The AmazonSmile site - smile.amazon.com - features 
the same prices, selection and convenient shopping 
experience as Amazon.com, with the bonus that Amazon 
will donate a portion of the purchase price to a selected 
charitable organization. 

Go to the AmazonSmile website, sign in to your 
Amazon account, then type "American Legion Charities 
Inc" in the search box when the prompt comes up. 
Amazon will remember your selection, and every eligible 
purchase you make will result in a donation. 

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5 percent 
of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile 


amazonsmile 


purchases. The purchase price is the amount paid for the 
item minus any rebates and excluding shipping and 
handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes or service charges. 

From time to time, Amazon may offer special, limited¬ 
time promotions that increase the donation amount on 
one or more products or services, or provide for 
additional donations. 

Only purchases at smile.amazon.com - not at the 
main site or via the mobile app - support charities. 
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COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 

to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org or submit information via our 
website, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions. The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group's listing only once a year. 


Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices_ 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 

We do not publish listings that seek people 
for interviews, research purposes, military 
photos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings 
must include the name of the unit from which 
you seek people, the time period and the 
location, as well as a contact name, telephone 
number and e-mail address. Send notices to 
The American Legion Magazine, Attn: "In 
Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 


memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. Notices must be submitted 
on official forms, which may be obtained by 
sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 

IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa¬ 
tion on howto publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion¬ 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

3544th USAF Recruiting Sqdn, Shreveport, LA, 
3/17-18, Dave Bary, (972) 641-6036; TAC Missileer 
Corp Matador/Mace, Las Vegas, 10/3-7, Max 
Butler, (812) 307-0187, maxandlois05@gmail.com 

ARMY 

7/17 Cav Ruthless Riders & Pale Horse (50th 
Anniv of Deployment to Vietnam), Killeen, TX, 
8/3-7, Joe Wirth, (201) 661-8076, joseph.wirth@ 
yahoo.com; 8th Cav Rgt Assn, Columbus/ 

Fort Benning, GA, 5/17-21, Tommy Harris, (770) 
254-0705, tharris@numail.org; 19th, 34th Inf 
Rgts 24th Inf Div (Korea & Japan, 1950-1953), 
Pigeon Forge, TN, 4/24-26, Llannie Ellison, (205) 
349-2237; 32nd Eng Group - 430th, 434th & 
439th Bns (Korean War), Archbold, OH, 7/21-23, 
Tim Steager, (414) 333-1650, steags5@yahoo. 
com; 50th Co, Inf OCS, OC 24-69 (Fort Benning, 

GA, Aug 1968), Columbus, GA, 10/18-20, Mike 
Eberhardt, dmeclovis@yahoo.com; 87th Eng 
Bn, Branson, MO, 10/18-22, Anne Marquis, (417) 
334-8563, camranh1967@yahoo.com; 101st Abn 
2/319th Arty All Btrys (Vietnam, 1967-1972), 
Nashville, TN, 5/11-14, Jim Miller, (708) 205-0548, 
ssjimmy@comcast.net; 168th Cbt Eng Bn, 

Omaha, NE, 6/1-4, Bob Ekdahl, (402) 983-4163, 
roe91239@gmail.com; 815th Eng Bn/102nd Eng 
Co, St. Robert, MO, 5/17-19, Frank Sheeman, (512) 
633-3864,815thengr@gmail.com; 981st MP Co 
(Kitzingen, Germany), Branson, MO, 7/13-16, 
David Donohew, (941) 391-0955, topdog01.dd@ 
gmail.com; B Co 122nd Ord Bn 3rd Armd Div 
(Gelnhausen, Germany, 1959-1964), Branson, 
MO, 5/4-7, Gary Raisio, (303) 475-0929, garyraisio@ 
comcast.net; F Trp 8th Cav "Blue Ghost," Austin, 

FL, 4/19-23, Dennis Galinski, (352) 419-5148, 
dennisg65@tampabay.rr.com; Firebase Abn 
101st Abn 2/501 Inf 2/319 & 2/11 Arty, Nashville, 
TN, 5/11-14, Jim Miller, (708) 205-0548, ssjimmy@ 
comcast.net 

_COASTGUARD_ 

All CG Reunion, Minneapolis, 6/10, Chris 
Kalogerson, (952) 935-9065, chriskalogerson@ 
gmail.com; Bibb, Cape May, NJ, 4/25-28, Lloyd 
Hensley, (865) 384-6254, lhenlsey@yahoo.com 

_JOINT_ 

Distinguished Flying Cross Society, Dallas, 
9/24-28, Bruce Huffman, (518) 578-7089, 
bhuffman@dfcsociety.org; Vietnam and All Vets 
of Brevard County, Melbourne, FL, 5/4-7, Doc 
Russo, (321) 652-4185, info@travellingwall.us 

_MARINES_ 

Bulk Fuel Assn, Columbus, OH, 4/27-30, Howard 
Huston, (609) 432-4027, hhust61@aol.com; East 
Coast Drill Instructor - Parris Island Chpt, 


Parris Island, SC, 4/20-23, Kenneth Miller, (828) 
499-0224, usmcpidi@charter.net 

_NAVY_ 

Ashtabula AO 51, Peoria, IL, 6/21-24, 

Richard Whitney, (217) 414-0741, dwhitney51@ 
yahoo.com; Brinkley Bass DD 887, Reno, NV, 
7/25-31, Tom Camp, (901) 481-0583, 
presidentussbrinkleybassdd887@gmail.com; 
Canisteo AO 99, Canton, OH, 9/12-14, Mike 
Rodriques, (330) 492-6765, bmcmrodriques@ 
gmail.com; Compton DD 705, Warwick, Rl, 4/21 - 
23, Joseph Napoli, (609) 409-7678, jsnap29@gmail. 
com; Davidson DE/FF 1045, Mobile, AL, 10/18-22, 
Mike Peck, (952) 380-7616, davidson1045@msn. 
com; Decatur DD 936 & DDG 31/73, Seattle, 

9/2-9, John Baker, (620) 399-3999, 
john@hcttravel.com; Des Moines CA 134, 
Hermitage, PA, 7Z27-29, Roy Lammey Jr., (724) 
335-3441, royjo@comcast.net; Fletcher DD 
445/992 & /DDE 445, Branson, 9/11-14, Earl 
Faubion, (405) 833-7372, dd445@cox.net; Francis 
Marion APA/LPA 249, Portland, ME, 9/13-17, Bob 
Martin, (781) 665-9222, swampfox249@verizon. 
net; Kamehameha SSBN 642, New Orleans, 
10/23-27, Tom Goertz, (985) 643-4129, hookseye@ 
aol.com; Knudson APD 101, Corpus Christi, TX, 
5/14-16, Wayne Reynolds, (386) 789-8612, wjr502@ 
cfl.rr.com; Lawrence DDG 4/DD 250, Jacksonville, 
FL, 5/2-7, Craig Bernat, (814) 322-4150, dguts@ 
usslawrence.com; Litchfield County LST 901, 

San Antonio, 11/8-11, Don Lerche, (309) 928-3395, 
donlerche@yahoo.com; Niagara Falls AFS 3, 
Niagara Falls, NY, 4/29-29, Bill Bruemmer, (661) 
412-1133, billabruemmer@yahoo.com; Noa DD 
841, Branson, MO, 4/25-30, Larry Robbins, (812) 
614-9339, probbins66@yahoo.com; O'Bannon, 
Branson, MO, 9/11-14, Earl Faubion, (405) 833-7372, 
dd445@cox.net; Okinawa LPH 3, Virginia 
Beach, VA, 5/8-12, Bill Brown, (631) 329-0690, 
wtbislander@gmail.com; Park County LST 1077, 
San Antonio, 11/8-11, Mike Kempf, (317) 490-4229, 
m.w.kempf@sbcglobal.net; Power DD 839, 
Columbus, GA, 6/22-26, John Pinto, (352) 527-2352, 
jpinto839@gmail.com; Robert E. Lee Assn, 
Laughlin, NV, 4/2-6, Joe White, (405) 410-9206, 
joewh ite727@g ma i I .co m; Samuel Gompers 
AD 37, Las Vegas, 8/23-27, Mary Snider, (510) 
520-3047, registration@samuelgompersreunion. 
org; San Marcos LSD 25, San Antonio, 5/4-7, Jack 
Lieberman, (215) 287-4311, jacklieberman8104@ 
comcast.net; Shangri-la CV 38, Norfolk, VA, 
6/6-12, Leo King, (443) 799-4231, Ieok4350@yahoo. 
com; Shields DD 596, Branson, MO, 9/17-21, 

James Durough, (205) 425-9197, jimandevelyn@ 
aol.com; Shreveport LPD 12, Virginia Beach, VA, 
4/23-27, David Fix, (717) 203-4152, david.fix@ 
reunionplannersplus.com; Sqdns & Shipmates 
of Midway & Franklin D. Roosevelt, Dayton, 

OH, 6/20-25, Al Wedemeyer, (859) 689-7001, 
squadronsmates@aol.com; Stephen Potter DD 
538, Branson, MO, 5/1-5, Donald Neugebauer, 


(516) 242-7152, dneugebauer@yahoo.com; Sutter 
County, San Antonio, 11/8-11, Guy Simmons, 

(978) 476-3895, guysimmons@aol.com; Tullibee 
SSN 597, Portsmouth, NH, 6/15-17, Bill Keel, (815) 
715-9966, bkeel597@gmail.com 

_LIFE MEMBERSHIPS_ 

Post 71, MN: Keith M. Bischoff, Dudley D. Carlson 


_IN SEARCH OF_ 

3rd Radio Relay Sqdn (Shaw AFB, SC, 1952- 
1953), Fred Haas, (302) 584-2666 
9th Radio Relay Sqdn (Donaldson AFB, SC, 
1954-1955), Fred Haas, (302) 584-2666 
17th Bomb Wing SAC FMS-OMS (Wright- 
Patterson AFB, Oct 1966-Aug 1970), Frederick 
Leffler, (570) 345-8579, fhmj@verizon.net 
20th Field Maint Wing (Wethersfield, England, 
1956-1957), Gene Byrnes, (443) 838-9112 
50th Co, Inf OCS, OC 24-69 (Fort Benning, 

GA, Aug 1968), Mike Eberhardt, dmeclovis@ 
yahoo.com 

73rd Eng Co (Construction Support), 1st Army 
(Need Verification "Boots on Ground" 
Vietnam, July 1963-June 1966), John 
Plemons, (317) 694-7411 
101st Abn 2/319th Arty All Btrys (Vietnam, 
1967-1972), Jim Miller, (708) 205-0548, 
ssjimmy@comcast.net 

121st Sig Bn "Big Red One" (Di-An & Lai Khe, 
Vietnam, 1966-1967), Don Webster, (302) 
945-0117, dweb33692@verizon.net 
443rd Air Base Grp (Altus AFB, OK, 1973-1975), 

Robert Delaney, (314) 814-4007, rwdelaney@ 
hotmail.com 

507th Supply Sqdn BEMO (Kincheloe AFB, Ml, 
1963-1967), Alfred Beckmann, (618) 402-0090, 
abeckmann@beckmanndistribution.com 
551st Maint Co 188th Maint Bn (Vietnam, 1966- 
1967), Ralph Rizzo, (972) 231-3269, rrizzo206@ 
yahoo.com 

1607th Comm & Electronics Sqdn (All Shops, 
Dover AFB, DE, 1961-1964), Joel Gray, 
1607thcomm.elect@gmail.com 
Advisory Team 86, "The First Black Santa 
Claus" (Tan An, Vietnam, Christmas 1967), 

T. Cronin, (321)432-8321 

AFVN Radio & Television Service (1961-1973), 

Robert Morecook, (281) 265-8060, morecook@ 
hotmail.com 

Charlie Co (USCG Tng Ctr, Camp May, NJ, Mar- 
June 1971), Eddie Mancuso, (570) 267-7139 
Firebase Abn 101 st Abn 2/501 st Inf 2/319 & 

2/11 Arty, Jim Miller, (708) 205-0548, ssjimmy@ 
comcast.net 

HHC US Army TRANSCOM EUR (Camp King, 
Oberursal, Germany, 1971-1973), Chris Clegg, 
(845) 304-6237, ccleggsr@verizon.net 
Nevada BB 36 (Pearl Harbor, Utah Beach & 
Okinawa, 1941-1946), Charles Sehe, (507) 
388-8024 
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VP-11, Garold Burrell, (208) 870-8975, garold. 
burrell@syngenta.com 

Walter Reed Army Med Ctr Enlisted & Officers, 
Psych Sect Wards 44-47 (1959-1963), Don 

Haines, (410) 795-0172, wbnwtr@gmail.com 

Yard Repair 71 (Da Nang, Vietnam, 1970), Mike 
"Piezon" Cassesse, (203) 605-3307 


_TAPS_ 

Leland O. Baxter, Dept, of Indiana. Dept. Cmdr. 
2010-2011, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2002-2013 
and Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Memb. 2013-2016. 

Louis J. Consentino, Dept, of Rhode Island. 

Dept. Cmdr. 1961-1962. 

Alden L. Johnson, Dept, of Nebraska. Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1995-2004. 

Dana A. Meier, Dept, of Utah. Dept. Cmdr. 
1991-1992, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1991-1997, Nat'l Children & Youth Cmsn. Memb. 
2005-2007 and Nat'l Children & Youth Cmsn. 
Region 7 Memb. 2001-2005. 

Lanny Myers, Dept, of Washington. Dept Cmdr. 
2003-2004 and Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Nat'l Cmdr.'s 
Rep. 2003-2008. 

Don V. Tibbs, Dept, of Utah. Dept. Cmdr. 
1965-1966, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1965-1966 and Nat'l Special Subcmte. on 
Uniform Code of Military Justice & Court of 
Military Appeals Memb. 1966-1968. 

Richard E. Verrier Sr., Dept, of Rhode Island. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1994-1995, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 1997-1999, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1995-1997, Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. 2001-2002, Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1992-1993 and 2003-2013, 

Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1999-2003, Nat'l 
Foreign Relations Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
2002-2003, Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 2000-2001, Nat'l Military Affairs 
Cmte. Memb. 1997-1999, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1990-1991, Nat'l Sec. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 
Memb. 1999-2000 and Nat'l Veterans Affairs & 
Rehab. Cncl. Memb. 2013-2014. 

James S. Whitfield, Dept, of Missouri. Honorary 
Past Dept. Cmdr. 2000, Nat'l Americanism 
Cncl. Memb. 2013-2016, Nat'l Law and 
Order Committee Memb. 1949-1950, Nat'l 
Un-American Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1950-1951, 
Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1952- 
1953, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Advisory 
Memb. 1954-1955, Nat'l Emblem Sales Gen. Mgr. 
1957-1967 and Nat'l Exec. Dir. 1967-1978. 
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PARTING SHOTS 


Patience is the art of concealing your impatience. 

A COMPOSER signed to do the complete score for 
a musical in 10 days. “That will take a lot out of 
you,” a friend told him. 

“Some, yes,” the composer replied, “but more out 
of Brahms, Bach and Berlin.” 

A CITY SLICKER asked a farmer, “Is it correct to 
say ‘a hen lays eggs’ or ‘a hen lies eggs’?” 

“Around here,” the farmer replied, “we usually 
just lift her up to see.” 

JACK HAD BEEN a compulsive worrier for years, 
to the point that it was ruining his life. Finally he 
found a specialist able to help him. 

His friend, Bob, noticed a dramatic change and 
asked what had happened. 

“I hired a professional worrier and haven’t had 
a worry since,” Jack replied. 

“That must be expensive.” 

“He charges $5,000 a month.” 

“Five thousand! How can you afford that?” 

“I don’t know. That’s his problem.” 

I HAVE the worst kind of car trouble. The engine 
won’t start and the payments won’t stop. 

A YOUNG MAN saved a millionaire’s daughter 
from drowning. The father was insistent that he 
accept an award, so the young man reluctantly 
said, “Well, if you insist. Just get me a golf club.” 

A week later he received a telegram: “Have 
bought for you the Weekend Golfer’s Club, and am 
now negotiating for the Sunnyside Links.” 



_L_ H* 

-m 

“I don’t know what it is, but I taste terrific today!” 


A MOVIE STAR who had been married and 
divorced four times proposed again. 

“I feel deeply for you,” the young woman replied, 
“but the things I’ve heard ....” 

“Darling,” the actor replied, “you mustn’t believe 
those old wives’ tales.” 

“THERE’S A NEW WORKOUT where people crawl 
like a baby. It’s a new thing, because it strengthens 
your core while working your shoulders and hips. 
In response, babies were like, ‘Have you seen our 
bodies?”’ - Jimmy Fallon 



A PICTURE is worth a thousand words, but it 
takes longer to load. 
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OV’T ISSUED 
GOLD COINS 



EXCLUSIVE 
AT- COST OFFER 


Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve 

announces the final release of 2,500 congressio- 
nally authorized, fully backed by the U.S. Govern¬ 
ment, completely free of dealer mark up, $5 Gold 
American Eagles at the incredible price of 

only $115.00 each. 

Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve has set these 
beautiful U.S. Government gold coins for immediate 
public release and cannot guarantee sufficient 
inventory to supply current demand. This at cost 
public offer will sell out immediately. Overage 
orders might be cancelled and your checks returned 
uncashed. Ordering now might be your last chance to 
own these magnificent government issued gold coins 
at this level. Order now to avoid disappointment. 



If you had $25,000 in gold in 2001 at $290 per ounce you would have over 
$100,000 at today’s gold prices. Numerous experts are now predicting gold at 
$5,000 an ounce. Your $25,000 could be worth $125,000 in the near future. 
This at cost offer for American citizens may be your final opportunity to own 
government gold free of dealer mark up. Due to extremely limited supplies we 
must adhere to a strict limit of ten coins per household per lifetime. 


AUTHORIZED BY CONGRESS 


wo®™® 




24 HOURS A DAY • 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Coins enlarged to show detail. 


SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS NOW AVAILABLE 
t FOR ORDERS OVER $50,000 


VISA 

UMV rGOTt 


“ CHECK 


MINIMUM ORDER 5 COINS • KEY CODE: ALM-170124 


NATIONWIDE COIN & BULLION RESERVE 


Prices subject to change due to fluctuations in gold market. Prices will remain at dealer cost. 






































COMFORT AT A 

KICK YOU 


PRICE THAT WONT 

THE PANTS! 


FULL Stretch Waistband! 




Cadet 

Blue 


More G-l-V-E in the waist... 

You can take comfort in that! 

We went all the way with a FULL 360° of 
s-t-r-e-t-c-h waist comfort! Never a pinch or a 
bind! And if that wasn’t enough, we also made 
our famous Casual Joe® slacks of the BEST 
cotton/polyester poplin that’s easy machine 
wash & wear... wrinkle resistant, too! 2 deep 
front & 2 button-secure back pockets, sturdy 
snap closure, hefty belt loops, inside locker 
loop, reinforced bar tacks, and double seams 
for extra strength and durability. Order now! 


this 

ONLY! 


SHIPPING! 


Burgundy 


100% 


90 


:ks14“ 

2 for 29.98 3 for 43.47 4 for 56.45 


Charcoal 


□ gpj§B 

□Visa 

□ MasterCard 

□ Discover® 
□AmEx 

□ Check 


Haband @ #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 

Card #_Exp.:_/_ 

Mr. Mrs. Ms._ 

Address_ 


City & State_ 
Phone/EmaiL 

FREE! 

SHIPPING ■ 


_ Apt. #_ 
-Zip_ 


I enclose $_purchase price plus $$$ toward 

shipping. Please add applicable state & local sales tax for the 
following states: AZ, CO, FL, GA, MA, MN, NE, NJ, PA, Wl, & WV. 


FOR MAXIMUM COMFORT, 

ORDER YOUR USUAL WAIST SIZE! 

Waists: 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 

*Big Men ($6 more per pair): 

46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 

Inseams: XS(25-26) S(27-28) M(29-30) 

L(31 -32) XL(33-34) 

(XL inseam available in 32-44 waists only) 

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
or Full Refund of merchandise purchase price! 


On-Line Quick Order 


© 

7XL-075W9 

WHAT 

WAIST? 

WHAT 

INSEAM? 

HOW 

MANY? 

nr 

CADET BLUE 




0ST 

GREY 




m 

BURGUNDY 




EH 

CHARCOAL 




2E 

KHAKI 




Oil 

BLACK 




liT 

GREEN 




i 

BROWN 




m 

NAVY 





Black 


Green 


Brown 


Inseams! 


When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your account 
as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution. 


IHABAND 


For Faster Service Call: 1-800-543-4810 or visit www.Haband.com/bestdeals 








































